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A brief and comprehensive view of the seclis^ 
and heresies of the early Christian Church hi\^ 
long been wanted to assist the ecclesiastical! iJi- 
quiries of those who are Candidates for degree^ 
in the Universities of Oxford and Cambridge. 
They have not time to peruse the elaborate 
works which have been written by learned men 
on each particular form of error ; but they need 
some general view, from which they can acquire 
without research a competent knowledge of the 
principal points of heresy. 

To supply the defect in question is the design 
of the present unpretending Volume. The 
writer will be amply rewarded if he shall have 
succeeded at all in furthering an object mo. i 
important to his fellow-students; namely, tliv 
economy of time and labour. 



IV PREFACE. 

The principal authors who have been con- 
sulted to furnish materials for the present com- 
pilation are Professor Burton's Bampton Lec- 
tures and Ecclesiastical History ; Wright's 
Translation of Spanheim ; Newman's History 
oftheArians; Tomline's Theology ; Mosheim's 
Ecclesiastical History ; Evans's Religious Sects; 
Boone's Sects ; Watson's Theological Diction- 
ary; Bayle's Dictionary; Fleury's Ecclesiastical 
History; Milner's, and Scott's Continuation of 
Milner^iy Church History, &c. &c. 
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A. 

ACACIUS, of Caesarea. The successor of Eu- 
sebius in that see, and a splendid advocate of his 
doctriiiiesr Newman s Arians, 

ACEPHALI9 a principal sect of the Eutychians, 
so called because they had no distinguished head. 
This sect arose when Peter Moggus was confirmed 
in the patriarchate of Alexandria, by the emperor^ 
about A. D. 180. 

AMBROSE^ bishop of Milan. He was origin- 
aUy governor of the city, and was chosen bishop 
while in that office. He was a Latin writer of a 
great mind and sweet diction, but too fond of the 
mystic interpretations of Origen, of which Jerome 
disapproved. He died about the end of the fourth 
century. Spanheim, 
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ANACLETUS, bishop of Rome. A celebrated 
christian martjT, who suffered defitli witii great 
lortitude, in the early part of the second century. 

ANTELUCANI. A name given to ihe assem- 
blies of the early Christians, because they met be- 
fore day-break. Spanheim. 

APOLLINARIS. Aheredc; biahopof Laodicea, 
He taught that Christ did not assume a human soul, 
but that the divinity oftheWyoc was instead thereof. 
He and his father were also said to have affirmed 
that the flesh of Christ was con substantial with his 
divinityj but tliis accusation is probably unfounded, 
Apollinaris was well versed in profane literature, 
much beloved, it is said, by Athanaaius, and praised 
by Epiphanius, Jerome, and others, on account of 
his excellent work against Porphyry and Julian. 

APOLLONIUS. A celebrated Christian martyr, 
during the second century. He was betrayed by 
his own servant in the reign of Commodus ; by the 
edict of Antoninus, the servant's legs were broken, 
and the master was beheaded. 

APOTACTICS. Another name for the Encra- 
tites, or followers of Trttian; signilying rennimren, 
Spanheim, Ercl. Hlsl. 

ARLANS. The followers of Anus ; a presbyter 
of Alexandria during the fourth century ; a Lybian 
by birth and a man of an exceedingly subtle, bold, 
and ambitious mind. Ii is said, (hat on the death 
of Achillas, lie aspired to the bishopric of Alexan- 
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dria, desiring to be primate of the Egyptian church. 
According to Philostorgius, the historian of his 
party, a writer of Uttle credit, he generously re- 
signed his claims in favour of Alexander, who was 
elected. His ambitious character renders it not 
improbable that he was a candidate for t^e vacant 
dignity ; but the difference of age between himself 
and Alexander, which must have been considerable, 
at once accounts for the elevation of the latter, and 
is an evidence of the indecency of Arius in becom- 
ing a candidate at alL His first attack upon the 
Catholic doctrine was conducted with an openness, 
which, considering the general duplicity of his party, 
is the most honourable trait in his character. In a 
public meeting of the clergy of Alexandria, he ac- 
cused his diocesan of Sabellianism ; an insult which 
Alexander, from deference to the talents and learn- 
ing of the objector, sustained with somewhat too 
little of the dignity befitting "the ruler of the 
people." The mischief which ensued from this mis- 
placed meekness was considerable; and, finally, 
Alexander was reluctantly compelled to excommu- 
nicate Arius with his followers. The following are 
the principal heads of the heresy. That Christ has 
only a titular honour of being called God, for he is 
inferior to the Father touching his dignity : that he 
is created, but the first creature in existence, being 
created before all things, and U fir) ovnav ; hence he 
was made God, the Son of God, not by nature, but 
by adoption : that by him, as by an instrument, the 
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Father formed ail things, and Ifaat he waa more ex- 
cellent tlian all other creatures ; the essence of the 
Son, therefore, was not the same as the essence of 
the Father, the Soa being neither co-eternal nor co- 
equal, nor consubstantial with the Father: that the 
Holy Spirit was not God, but created by the Son, 
begotten and made by Him, inferior to the Fathe 
and the Son, and co-operating with both ii 
of creation. 

The supporters of the Arian heresy were not per- 
sons of low rank. Constantine is supposed by some 
to have been deceived by it, toward the close of his 
life, by his sister, who was an Arian, Others denyj 
the truth of this. The emperor Constantius, how-^ 
ever, was a patron of this schism, and reflection" 
upon his conduct very much embittered the hour o; 
his death. The emperor Valens was a powerful 
supporter of the faction, being excited partly by his 
wife and partly by Eudoxius, bishop of Constanti- 
nople. Very grievous persecutions forthwith brokt 
out against the Trinitarians, 

The Arian bishops were Eusebius, bishop of Ni^^ 
comedia, the early friend of Arius and the eccles 
asticai adviser of Constantia, the emperor ConstaO'-'l 
tine's sister; Theognie, of Nice, in Thrace; 
of Chalcedoo, in Thrace; Secundus of Ptolemais, i 
Africa; and Theonas of Marmarica, in Africa, 
simulation and craft were qualities notorious ii 
Arians. This fact was chiefly visible iu their for- 
mularies, and in their pretended, but no) real cou- 



Son, 
athec^l 

Mb 

ioii^l 



ARM & 

sent and agreement with tlie Trinitarians. Their 
perfidy, inconstancy, and calumnies against the 
Trinitarians were extraordinary, and their ambition 
of the principal bishoprics and flattery of the em- 
perors and great men at court excessive. Their 
rage against Athanasius, who ahnost alone opposed 
their attempts and sustained their fury, was terrible- 
They disseminated incredible slanders against him, 
and laid to his charge, rape, murder, adultery, and 
other notorious crimes, but he was an innocent and 
a pious man. 

The Arians, by attempting definitions of the 
Godhead, too subtle for human understanding, soon 
split into factions and parties; some asserting the 
Son to be avSfiotos, others, 8/ioioc, others, ofioioitriogf 
others, irtpoi/tnoQ ; and even some of the orthodox 
church did not admit the term of the Nicene Fa- 
thers, o/ioovffwc ; though it expresses most accurately 
the real divinity of Christ, and that as derived 
from, and one with the Father. Newman^s Brians. 
— Spanheim^ Eccl, Mem, 

ARMENIANS. A sect, which owes its exist- 
ence to one Ethanius, an Armenian by birth. His 
followers seceded firom the orthodox, and rejected 
the Council of Chalcedon, but they received the 
first three general councils. Some particular rites 
were instituted by them relative to baptism and the 
Eucharist. They retain the rpitrdyiov, with the 
addition made by Peter Gnapheus, like the rest of 
the Monophysites. 
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ARN'OBITJS. Ad African rbetorician, thi 
ceplor of Lactantius. When he was only a Cal 
chiuneti, he was the author of seven books a^ainal 
the heathens. It is a valuable work, and an emi- 
nent example of Christian siinplicitj. Spanheim. 

.\SCETICS. A set of men who professed un- 
common degrees of sanctity and virtue, and declared 
their resolution of obeying all the counsels of Christ, 
in order to thdi enjoying communion of God here 
and ascending with greater facility to hini afier 
death. They considered themselves prohibited the 
use of wine and fiesh, and from matrimony. They 
imposed upon themselves the most austere disci- 
pline, esteimating their bodies by watching, absti- 
nence, and labour. They were distinguished from 
other Christians, not only by their title, but also 
their garb. At first, those who embraced this ai 
fere kind of life submitted themselves to all thea^ 
mortifications in private, without breaking in sunder 
their social bonds ; but, in process of time, they 
retired into deserts, and formed themselves into 
certain companies, Motheim, Eccl. Hist. 

ASID^ANS. A Jewish sect that ar 
the time of the Maccabees ; 1 Maccab. ii, 42, vu. 
!3. They are supposed to have branched out from 
the Rechabites, mentioned in Jeremiah xxxv. 
They either practised a voluntary worship in addi- 
tion to Ihe commandments of the law, or were re^ 
markable for holiness of manners. Sjxmheit 
Hirt. 
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ATHANASIUS. Of the Eastern Church, bishop 
of Alexandria, the scourge and aversion of Arius. 
He was several times expelled and as often restored. 
He died in the reign of Valens, about A. D. 372. 
Dr. Waterland is of opinion that he did not com- 
pose the Creed which bears his name^ but that it 
was written by Hilary, bishop of Aries. Spanhdm, 

ATHENAGORAS. An Athenian, a Christian 
presbyter in the reign of Aurelius Antoninus and 
Lucius Verus. His apology and oration on the 
resurrection of the dead are still extant. Spanheim, 

AUDIUS. A Syrian, of Mesopotamia; a heretic 
of the fourth century. He taught very wild notions 
about God possessing a human form, Spanheim^ 

AUGUSTINE, bishop of Hippo, in Africa. He 
was inferior to Jerome in the knowledge of lan- 
guages, profane literature, and Roman diction; 
but superior to him in sacred learning, power of 
teaching, skill in explaining difficulties, promptitude 
in debate, in banishing heresies, and in the virtues 
of moderation and prudence. He died A, D. 430. 
Spanheim. 

B. 

BARCOCHEBAS. A Jewish impostor of the 
second century, who called himself by this name, 
signifying " Son of the Star,*' in allusion to the 
" Star of Jacob." He was the chief instigator of 
that insurrection of the Jews which broke out in the 
sixteenth year of the emperor Adrian, He an- 



nounced himself to be the Messiah, and restorer of 
the Jewish kingdom, who had been foretold by tlie 
prophets ; and the better to secure his popularity, 
he practised upon the credulity of the people by 
juggling tricks. Spanlieim. 

BASIL, bishop of Ceesarea, in Cappadocia, called 
the Great. He died in the reign of Gratian, 
SpanJieim. 

BASILIDES, ALEXANDRINUS. A disciple 
of Simon Magus ; he lived during the second cen- 
tury. His name is more connected with magic 
than that of any other Gnostic. He published a 
work called The Gospel; and another, in twenty- 
four books, explanatory of the Gospel, but whether 
of his own, or those of the four Evangelists, is not 
stated. Spanheim. — Burton, Sampt. Led. — Grabs, 
Spunl. Stec. 11.— Burton, Ecd. Uisi. Ser. 

BASILIUS, of Seieucia. An ecclesiastical writer 
of the fifth century. 

BERYLLUS. A bishop in Africa during the 

third century, who denied the diinnity of Cbr iflt. 

^anheim. ^^H 



CARPOCRATES. A Platonic philosopher, con- 
temporary with Basilides and Saturninus. He dif- 
__fused the same dangerous tenets. !^anheim. 

. C.ATAPHRYGIANS. A name given to the 
llontanisis, because their founder was born at Pe- 
1 Phrygia. Spanheim. 
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CELSUS. An Epicurean, of much learning, 
crafty and eloquence. Lucian dedicated a book to 
him, called, "Alexander, or the False Prophet." 
His bitter enmity to Christ, his people, and the 
Scriptures, is clearly to be seen in Origen's work 
against Celsus, in which he has irrefragably refuted 
the dXi}<9^ \6yov of Celsus, a most pernicious hbel 
against the Christians. Spanheim, 

CERDON. A Gnostic heretic of the same school 
as Simon and Menander. He left Syria and came 
to Rome to disseminate his doctrines toward the 
close of the life of bishop Hyginus, at the same time 
as Valentine. The fame of Cerdon is eclipsed by 
that of Marcion, who visited Rome some years later, 
and adopted that form of Gnosticism which Cerdon 
had already brought into notice. It is generally 
stated that Marcion was a disciple of Cerdon ; and 
such may have been the fact; but he may have 
adopted his opinions without having been personally 
taught by him : and it is certain that Marcion had 
attained some celebrity before the time which is 
assigned for Cerdon's going to Rome. Perhaps 
Cerdon was a follower of Satuminus, who was a 
successor of Simon Magus, and the leader of a 
Gnostic sect in Antioch. Burton^ EccL Hist. — 
Spanheim, Ecch An.^-^Epiphan, Hcer, XLL 1. 

Another, bishop of Alexandria, the third 

after St. Mark. He is said to have succeeded Abilius 
in the first year of Trajan ; he was succeeded by 
Primus, A. C. 109. Burton, — Euseh. Sfc, 



CERINTHUS. A heretic of the first century, 
said by Ireoteus and others to have resisted St, 
Paul, St, Peter, and Joho the Apostle, in their apo- 
stolic Ittboura. He taught that the world was made 
by angels, that Jesus was a mere man, that Christ 
descended upoa bim id the form of a dove, that the 
ceremonies of the law, circumcision especially, must 
be observed, that the millenium would be a time of 
voluptuous pleasures, and that Jerusalem would be 
rebuilt. He penoitled the greatest laxity of morals, 
Cerintbus resided some time at Epheaus ; and it was 
there that St. John opposed his doctrines. 

CHRYSOSTOM, John. The most eloquent of 
all the Fathers, a zealous supporter of Origen, and 
a very bold censor of the vices of the age. He died 
in exile, in the rejgn of Arcadlus, after being de- 
posed from the see of Constantinople for his fidelity 
in his high office. 

CLAUD I AN, Mamertus. An ecclesiastical 
writer, during the fifth century. 

CLEMENS. A presbyter, of Alexandria, sup- 
posed to be an Athenian. He was the disciple and 
successor of Panteemis, and the preceptor of Origen, 
He lived towards the end of this century. He is 
also called Stroinateus, from liis books Stromata, 
which hold the chief place among his writings. He 
was a man of wonderful learning, as the above 
work, enriched with a great variety and profundity 
of erudition, evidently proves. Many writings 
ascribed to him are counterfeit. He is not without 
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blemishes ; yet a few theological errors and literary 

mistakes ought to be pardoned in so great a man. 
Spanhemi. 

COLARBASUS, or COLORBASUS. A pupil 
of Valentine, and impious Gnostic, of the second 
century. About the middle of this century, Theo- 
dotus, bishop of Pergamos, is said to have convened 
the bishops of his neighbourhood, to condemn the 
doctrines of Golarbasus. — Spanheim, — Burton EccL 
Hist. 

CRESCENS. A cynic philosopher, during the 
second century. A man of very loose morals, and 
an implacable enemy to the new religion. He lived 
in the reign of Antoninus and Aurelius. He op- 
posed Justin on several occasions, but without much 
success. Spanhdm, 

CYPRIAN, CiECILIUS. A converted heathen, 
afterwards bishop of Carthage. He was a disciple, 
and a great admirer of Tertullian. His piety, zeal, 
writings, and labours for the Christian faith ; his 
intrepidity and firmness towards Novatus and the 
Novatians ; and lastly, his martyrdom, A. D. 258, 
deserve to be had in continual remembrance. Not 
a few fictitious writings are ascribed to him, and his 
own have suffered the fate of other eminent Works — 
the interpolation of insidious men. His life was 
written by Pontius, a deacon of Carthage; the 
learned Pearson has also collected records of him, 
which were prefixed to bishop 'FelFs excellent edi- 
tion of his works, printed at Oxford. Spanheim. 
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CYRIL, a Greek writer of the Eastern Church, 
bishop of Jerusalem, author of a Catecliesis. He 
was remOTed from his see in the reign of Const 
tius, but was afterwards restored. He died 
rragn of Theodosius the Great. Spaaietm. 
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DONATUS, an African bishop, who e 

heresy, in the reigii of Constantine. He became 
the rival of Cfficilianus, bishop of Carthage, from 
whose communion he separated himself and his 
followers, on account of some slight difference in 
discipline. At first he made only a schism, but he 
aoon tell into heresy. The DonatisU were more 
hostile and perverse than any other schismatics or 
heretics. They declared their church to be the 
only tnie church, and required their converts to be 
re-baptized. Spankeim. i ■ 

DOSITHEANS. A sect of the Jews. They 
originally arose among the Samaritana, before the 
Christian tera. Their name is derived from Dosi- 
tlieua, who, among other vagaries, boasted himself 

I be the Messiah predicted by Moses, having cor- 
pted the text of the Pentateuch. No alludon is 
jnd in the New Testament respecting them. 
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Christiauity. Wlietlier they derived tlieir name 
from Ebion, a founder of the sect, or ironi a He- 
brew word, aigiiifying poverty; and if the latter be 
tri^j whethertheyaBBumed the name as desirous of 
appearing like Jesus Christ, or whetlier it was a 
terni|Of reproach, are matters of uncertainty. Dr. 
Lardner favours the first supposition, and considers 
EbioD to have been a disciple of Cerinthus, who ia 
elsewhere mentioned in this volume. Dr. Horsley 
eciftsi^rs the use of the term to be various and in- 
definite. Dr. Priestley contends, that the Ebionitea 
were the Jewish Unitarians, considering the ancient 
Nazarenes, that is, the first Jewish converts as the 
true Ebionites. These he thinks were called Na- 
zarenes, from their attachment to Jesus of Nazareth, 
and Ebionites from their poor and mean condition, 
just as some of the refonners were called Beghards, 
or beggars. Dr. Priestley cites the authorities of ] 
Origen and Epiphanius, to prove that both these f 
denominations related to the same people, differing 
only, like the Socinians, in receiving or rejecting 
the fact of the miraculous conception ; and neither, 
as he assures us, were reckoned heretics by any ' 
writers of the first two centuries. To this Dr. ' 
Horsley replies, that both Jews and heathens called 
the first Christians Nazarenes, in aUusion to the I 
mean and obscure birth-place of their master, Jesus ' 
of Nazareth ; Malt. ii. 23 ; Acts x. 38 ; but insists 
and answers every pretended proof to the contrary, 
that the term Nazarenes was never apphcd to any 
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distinct sect of Christians before the final destnirtion 
of Jerusalem by Adrian, Dr. Semler, a German 
writer, gives the following opinion; "Those who 
more rigidly maintained the Mosaic observances, 
and who were numerous in Palestine, are usually 
called Ebionites and Nazareeans, Some believe 
that tliey ought not to be reckoned heretics; others 
think that they were united in doctrine, differing 
only in name; others place them in the second 
century. It is of little consequence whether we 
distinguish or not the Nazarenes or Naaarffians, 
from the Ebionites. It is certain that both these 
classes were tenacious of the Mosaic ceremonies, 
ajid more inclined to the Jews than to the Gen- 
tiles, though they admitted the Messiahship of 
Jesus in a very low and Judaizing manner. The 
Ebionites held in execration the doctrine of the 
Apostle Paul." Dr. J. Pye Smith, who quotes 
this pa9sag[e from Dr. Semler, adds, " Such, it is 
apprehended, on grounds of reasonable probability, 
was the origin of Unitarianism ; the child of Ju- 
daism misunderstood, and of Christianity impei> 
fectly received." 

ENCRATITES. A sect in some respect Kke 
the Montanists. They arose into notice circ, 172. 
Tatian, their founder, aa we are told, believed the 
Law to belong to one God, and tlie Gospel to an- 
other ; but he acquired celebritj- from his practicBl 
rather than his speculative opinions. He condemned 
marriage, and the use of animal food and wine: 
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and the strict continence which he enjoined upon 
his followers, obtained for them the name of Encra- 
tites. Tatian was charged with taking great liber- 
ties with the words of Scripture, in a harmony 
which he published of the four Gospels. He omit- 
ted the genealogical descent of Christ from David, 
which seems to show, that he agreed with the 
Gnostics in rejecting the incarnation of Jesus, 
Burton's EccL Hist Sec. Th, Cent, — Spanhemiy 
EccL Hist, 

EPIPHANIUS, bishop of Constantia, in Cyprus. 
A learned, but a credulous man. He was a fierce 
adversary of Origen and Chrysostom, and died in 
the reign of Arcadius. Spanheim. 

ESSENES ; also called Esseei. The derivation 
of the name is uncertain. (See Eusebius ex Philone, 
&c.) This sect is not to be confounded with the 
Assideeans, from whom the Pharisees probably took 
their origin. The Essenes sprang up soon after the 
Pharisees. Baronius, the Roman Catholic historian, 
gives a lucid dissertation to prove that the Essenes 
were monks. They differed from other sects in 
doctrine and in mode of life. Many particulars 
respecting them, though with some discrepancy, are 
found in various authors. Their doctrines were 
generally sound on the Providence of God, the im- 
mortality of the soul and its departure to a place of 
punishment or happiness. They are said to have 
given mystical interpretations to the Scripture^. 
The following particulars constituted their mode of 
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life. They admitted only grave and aged men into 
their society ; had a community of goods and pro- 
visions; practised celibacy; lived an austere life, 
enduring much fatigue, and using coarse food and 
clothing ; they exercised no trade nor art by which 
mankind could be injured or vice cherished ; ob- 
served stated periods for prayer in a prescribed 
form ; kept the Sabbath somewhat superstiti- 
oiisly ; were eminently zealous in piety, benefi- 
cence, and hospitality; loved solitude and silence; 
required of their disciples a probation of four years; 
punished dehnquents with severity; avoided law- 
suits, contentions, and disputations, and, therefore, 
were not troublesome to our Ijord. Their simple 
manner of life lengthened their days. Josephu* de 
Bell. JuJ. el Aniiq. — Spankeim. 

ETHANIU8. An Armenian by birth; to whom 
may be traced the sect of the Armenians. See 
ARMEPaANS. 

EUDOXIUS, of Constantinople, the succeesor of 
Leontius in the see of Antioch ; a distinguished 
Eusebian. He is said to have been converted to 
Semi-Ariatiism by the writings of the sophist Aste- 
rius ; but he afterwards joined the Anomseans, and 
got possession of the patriarchate of Constantinople. 
It was there, at the dedication of the cathedral of 
St, Sophia, that he uttered the wanton impiety 
which has characterised him with a distinctness 
'hich supersedes all historical notice of his conduct 
duoustuou of his religious opinions. " When 
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Eudoxius/' says Socrates, " had taken his seat on 
the episcopal throne, his first words were those ce- 
lebrated ones, *the Father is dusPrje, irreligious; 
the Son cvertjSiJc, religious.' When a noise and 
confusion ensued, he added, ' Be not distressed at 
what I say ; for the Father is irreligious as worship- 
ping none, but the Son is religious towards the 
Father.' On this the tumult ceased; and, in its 
place, an intemperate laughter seized the congre- 
gation." Neumian*s Brians. 

EDSEBIUS, bishop of Ceesarea, in Palestine. 
He is to be distinguished from Eusebius of Nicome- 
dia and others of that name. He died about A. D. 
338. Eusebius wrote many works. Amongst them 
were the life of Constantine, Ecclesiastical History, 
Chronicon, The Gospel Preparation, and The Gos- 
pel Demonstration. Spanheim, 

EDTYCHIANS. A sect that arose from Eu- 
tyches, archimandrite or abbot of Constantinople, 
who, in the Council of Ephesus, disputed against 
Nestorius, but at the same time fell into an opposite 
error. Dioscorus, bishop of Alexandria, and presi- 
dent of the Second Council of Ephesus, gave sup- 
port to this heresy. He was condemned in the 
Coimcil of Chalcedon, and after the custom of those 
times, driven into exile. The error of Nestorius 
was, therefore, the indirect cause of this schism. 
Eutyches endeavoured to confute one error, and 
committed another ; for, whilst he denied the exist- 
ence of two persons in Christ, he confounded the 
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natures of Christ. This heresy begau to spread 
itself in the Christian church A. D. 447. The 
principal points of it are the followmg; namely, 
that there were in Christ two natures before their 
conjunction, but that after the incarnation or union 
of the natures, there was one only. That they were 
Nestorian heretics, who affirmed there were two 
natures in the union, or that Christ subsisted in two 
natures ; Eutyches supposing that there was no na- 
ture without a person. That the body of Christ 
after the union, was neither consubstantial, nor of 
(he same substance with his mother, the Vir^n 
Mary, nor with us ; but that the flesh was changed 
into the divinity in the moment of incantation, by 
the blending of the two natures into one; to con- 
firm this notion he used the simile of a drop of 
honey or of vinegar falling into the ocean, whidi 
immediately loses its own nature, and ia absorbed 
by the water. It was so, he affirmed, with human 
nature when united to the Deity. This heresy was 
first condemned by Flavianus, bishop of Constaoti- 
nople, in a synod convoked A. D. 448. Eutychea 
was deprived of his dignity, and of his conununicai 
with the church. 

G. 

I GAUDENTIUS, of Brescia. An ecclesiastical 
^■riter during the fifth century. 

G.WLONITES,or GALILEANS. A poUtical 
faction, and not a religious sect. Their name is 
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derived from one Judas, a Gaulonite or Galilean, 
Acts V. 37. The rise of this faction is fixed not 
long after the captivity of our Lord, when Cyrenius 
collected the tax in Judsea, which is called by Sea- 
liger the second taxing, but by Valerius on Euse- 
bius, a continuation of the first. The origin of this 
party is to be ascribed to the impatience of the Jews 
under the exactions. Inspired with courage under 
their leader, Judas, they refused to pay the usual 
tribute, to have Ceesar for their sovereign, or to 
bffer up prayers on his behalf. They were also 
called Zelotae, and it was through their rashness 
that the Jewish affairs were at last brought to ruin. 
It is questioned whether they are the same as those 
called Galileans, whose blood Pilate mingled with 
their sacrifices, Luke xiii. 1. Josephus, — Spanheim, 

GELASIUiS, of Cyzicum. An ecclesiastical 
writer of the fifth century. 

GEORGE, of Laodicea. A leading Eusebian in 
the fourth century, Newman. 

GNOSTICS. From yvi^xnc, « knowledge," men 
of science or wisdom, illuminati ; men who, from 
blending the philosophy of the east, or of Greece, 
with the doctrines of the gospel, boasted of deeper 
knowledge in the Scriptures and theology than 
others. It was, therefore, not so properly a distinct 
sect as a general term, comprehending all who, for- 
saking the simplicity of the gospel, pretended to be 
** wise above what is written,'* to explain the New 
Testament by the dogmas of the philosophers, and 
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to derive from the sacred writings mysteries which 
were never coDtained in them. The origin of tlie 
Gnostic heresy, as it is called, has been variously 
stated. The principlea of this heresy were, how- 
ever, much older than Christianity ; and many of 
the errors alluded to in the apostohcal epistles are 
doubtless of a. character very similar to some 
branches of the Gnostic system. Cerinthus, against 
whom St. John wrote his gospel, the Nicolaitans 
mentioned in the Revelation, and the Ebionites, 
were all early Gnostics, although the system was 
not then so completely formed as afterwards. The 
following is a sketch of the Gnostic sj-stem : — In 
attempting to give an account of these doctrines, I 
must begin with observing, what we shall see more 
plainly when we trace the causes of Gnosticism, 
that it was not by any means a new and distinct 
philosophy, but made up of selections from almost 
every ^stem. Thus we find in it the Platonic doc- 
trine of ideas, and the notion that every thing in 
this lower world has a celestial and immaterial archi- 
type. We find in it evident traces of that mystic 
and cabalistic jargon which, after their return from 
captirity, deformed the religion of the Jews ; and 
many Gnostics adopted the oriental notion of two 
independent, co-etemal principles, the one the au- 
thor of good, the other of evil, ■ Lastly, we find the 
Gnostic theology full of ideaa and terms which must 
have been taken from the gospel ; and Jesus Christ, 
under some form or other, of won, emanation, or 
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incorporeal phantom, enters into all their systems, 
and is the means of communicating to them that 
knowledge which raised them above all other mor- 
tals, and entitled them to their peculiar name. The 
genius and very soul of Gnosticism was mystery : 
its end and object was to purify its followers from 
the corruption of matter, and to raise them to a 
higher scale of being, suited only to those who were 
become perfect by knowledge. 

2. We have a key to many parts of their system, 
when we know that they held matter to be intrinsi- 
cally evil, of which, consequently, God could not 
be the author. Hence arose their fundamental 
tenet, that the creator of the world, or Demiurgus, 
was not the same with the supreme God, the Author 
of Goodj jQ|id the Father of Christ. Their system 
allowed some of them to call the creator God ; but 
the title most usually given to him was Demiurgus. 
Those who embraced the doctrine of two principles 
supposed the world to have been produced by the 
evil principle; and in most systems, the creator, 
though not the Father of Christ, was looked upon 
as the God of the Jews, and the Author of the 
Mosaic law. Some again, believed that angels 
were employed in creating the world ; but all were 
agreed in maintaining that matter itself was not 
created, that it was eternal, and remained inactive, 
till 

Dispositam, quisqais fuit ille Deornm, 
CoDgeriem sccuit, sectamque in membra redegit.— Ovid. 
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The supreme God had dwelt from all eternity in 

a plerama of inaccessible light ; and, besides the 
name of the first Fatherj or firet Principle, they 
called biiu also Bytbus, as if to denote the unfa- 
thomable nature irf his perfections. This being by 
an operation purely menial, or by acting upon him- 
eelf, produced two other beings, of different sexes, 
from whom, by a series of descents, more or less 
numerous, according to different schemes, several 
pairs of beings were formed, who were called ceonn, 
from the periods of their existence before time was, 
or emanations, from the mode of their production. 
These successive ceons or emanations appear to have 
been inferior, each to the preceding ; and their ex- 
istence was indispensable to the Gnostic scheme, 
that they might account for the creation of the 
world, without making God the autlior of eviL 
These ceoni lived through countless ages with their 
first Father; but the system of emanations seema to 
have resembled that of concentric circles, and they 
gradually deteriorated, as they approached nearer 
and nearer to the extremity of the pleroma. Beyond 
this pleroma was matter, inert and powerless, though 
co-etemal with the supreme God. At length, one 
of the aion» passed the limits of the pleroma, and, 
meeting with matter, created the world, after the 
form and model of an ideal world which existed in 
the pleroma, or in the mind of the supreme God. 
Here it is that inconsistency is added to absurdity 
in the Gnostic scheme. For, let the immediate 
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aeons^ be as many as the wildest imagination could 
devise, still God was the remote, if not the proxi- 
mate, cause»of creation. Added to which, we are 
to suppose that the Demiurgus formed the world 
without the knowledge of God ; and that, having 
formed it, he rebelled against him. Here, again, 
we find a strong resemblance to the oriental doctrine 
of two principles, good and evil, or light and dark- 
ness. The two principles were always at enmity 
with each other. God must have been conceived 
to be more powerful than matter, or an emanation 
from God could not have shaped and moulded it 
into form : yet God was not able to reduce matter 
into its primeval chaos, nor to destroy the evil which 
the I>etoiurgus had produced. What God could 
not prevent he was always endeavouring to cure : 
and here it is that the Gnostics borrowed so largely 
from the Christian scheme. The names, indeed, 
of several of their mons were evidently taken from 
terms which they found in the gospel. Thus we 
meet with Logos, MonogeneSy Zoe, Ecclesia, all 
of them successive emanations from the supreme 
God, and all dwelling in the pleroma. At length, 
we meet with Christ and the Holy Ghost, as two 
of the last ceons that were put forth. Christ was 
sent into the world to remedy the evil which the 
creative €eon, or Demiurgus, had caused. He was 
to emancipate men from the tyranny of matter, or 
of the evil principle ; and, by revealing to them the 
true God, who was hitherto unknown, to fit them, 
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by a perfection and sublimity of knowledge, to enter 
the divine pteroma. To give this knowledge, was 
the end and object of Christ's coming upon earth ; 
and hence the inventors and believers of the doctrine 
assumed to themselves the name of Gnostics. In 
all their notions concerning Christ, we still find 
them stru^ling with the same difficulty of recon- 
ciling the Author of Good with the existence of 
e\Tl. Christ, as being an emanation from God, 
could have no real connexion with matter; yet the 
Christ of the Gnostics was held out to be the same 
with him who was revealed in the gospel ; and it 
was notorious that he was revealed as the Son of 
Mary, who appeared in a human form. The me- 
tboda which they took to extricate themselves from 
the difficulty were principally two : they either de- 
nied that Christ had a real body at all, and held thftt 
hewasan unsubstantial phantom; or, granting that 
there was a man called Jesus, the son of human 
parents, they believed that one of the wons, called 
Christ, quilted the pleroma, and descended upon 
^esus at his baptism. 

3. We have seen that the God who was the father 
or progenitor of Christ, was not considered to be 
the creator of the world. Neither was he the God 
of the Old Testament, and the giver of the Mosaic 
law. This notion was supported by the same argu- 
ment which infidels have often ui^^, that the God 
of the Jews b represented hs a God of vengeance 
uid of cruelty ; but it was also a natural couse- 
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queDce of their fundamental principle, that the Au- 
thor of Good cannot in any manner be the author 
of evil. In accordance with this notion, we find all 
the Gnostics agreed in rejecting the Jewish Scrip- 
tures, or, at least, in treating them with contempt. 
Since they held that the supreme God was revealed 
to mankind, for the first time, by Christ, he could 
not have been the God who inspired the prophets ; 
and yet, with that strange inconsistency which we 
have already observed in them, they appealed to 
these very Scriptures in support of their own doc- 
trines. They beUeved the prophets to have been 
inspired by the same creative ceoriy or the same 
principle of evil, which acted originally upon mat- 
ter ; and, if their writings had come down to us, ve 
should, perhaps, find them arguing that, though the 
prophets were not inspired by the supreme God, 
they still could not help giving utterance to truth. 

4. Their same abhorrence of matter, and their 
same notion concerning that purity of knowledge 
which Christ came on earth to impart, led them to 
reject the Christian doctrines of a resurrection and 
a general judgment. They seem to have understood 
the Apostles as preaching literally a resurrection of 
the corruptible body; and it is certain that the 
fathers insisted upon this very strongly, as an article 
of belief. But to imagine that the body, a mass of 
created and corruptible matter, could ever enter 
into heaven, into that pieroma which was the dwell- 
ing of the supreme God, was a notion which violated 
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the ftnidamenlal principleoftheGnnstic?. Acconl- 
ing to their scheme, no resuirection was necessary, 
tnnch less a final judgment. The Gnostie, the man 
who had attained to perfect knowledge, was gradu- 
ally emancipated from the grosaness of matter, and, 
by an imperceptible transition, which none but a 
Gnostic could comprehend, he was raised to be an 
inhabitant of the divine pleroma. If we would know 
the effect which the doctrines of tlie Gnostics had 
upon their moral conduct, we shall find that the 
same principle led to two very opposite results. 
Though the fathers may ha\e exaggerated the 
errors of their opponents, it seems undeniable that 
many Gnostics led profligate lives, and maintained 
upon principle that such conduct was not unlawfijl, 
Others, again, are represented as practising great 
Buaterities, and endeavouring, by every means, to 
mortify the body and its sensual appetites. Both 
parties were actuated by the same common notion 
that matter is inherently evil. The one thought 
that the body, which is compounded of matter, 
ought to be kept in subjection ; and hence they 
inculcated eelf-denial and the practice of moral 
virtue : while others, who had persuaded themselves 
that knowledge was every thing, despised the dis- 
tinctions of the morallaw, which was given, as they 
B«id, not by the supreme God, but by an inferior 
cron, or a principle of evil, who had allied himself 
*'itli matter, 
2. With respect to the origin of this system, it bu 
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been observed : — There is no system of philosophy 
which has been traced to a greater number of sources 
than that which we are now discussing ; and the 
variety of opinions seems to have arisen from per- 
sons either not observing the very different aspects 
which Gnosticism assumed^ or from wishing to de- 
rive it from one exclusive quarter. Thus, some 
have deduced it from the eastern notion of a good 
and evil principle, some from the Jewish Cabbala, 
and others from the doctrines of the later Platonidts. 
Each of these systems is able to support itself, by 
alleging very strong resemblances ; and those per- 
sons have taken the most natural, and probably the 
truest course, who have concluded that all these 
opinions contributed to build up the monstrous sys- 
tem which was known by the name of Gnosticism. 
Burton^s JSccL Hist, sec, cent,'~~-Spanheim^s EccL 
Hist. — JVatsoris Theological Diet, ^c. 

GREGORY, bishop of Neo-Ceesarea, in Pontus, 
in the third century, a disciple of Origen. He is 
called Thaumaturgus, from the number of his mi- 
racles. He boldly defended the doctrine of the 
Trinity, and is justly celebrated for the number of 
his writings and his great labours. When he was 
Ordained bishop there were only seventeen Chris- 
tians in his diocese, and at his decease, there were 
only seventeen idolaters. Several works attributed 
to him are doubtful. Spanheim, 

GREGORY of NAZIANZEN (of the Eastern 
church) of Cappadocia. A theologian, orator, and 
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poet uf die fifurlb centan-. He «irt«eded Iiis &lber 

in the bUio[«ic of XaeUnzunt. .^nitknn. 

GREGORY NYSSEN'US. A Greek writer of 
the Eattem Church ; brrjlher of Bani the Great ; 
a fTedulous man, and mncb devoted lo tbe ojn- 
oionsofOrigeD. f^mnheim. ^^ 

V 

HEGESIPPUS. A converted Jew who was 
much celebrated in the reign of Antoninus. Five 
booloi of Ecclesiastical History are ascribed to him 
by Eu§ebius, but a few fragments only remain. 
Spanheim. 

H KM ERO BAPTISTS, A eect among the Jews, 
who derived their name from daily baptism, by 
which they imagined ihemeelves cleansed from 
their sins. In some doctrines they resembled the 
Phariweeit ; but, in regard to the resurrection, they 
coincided with the Sadducees. They held that a 
man could not live righteously without daily bap- 
tism. Spanheim. 

HKRACLEON. A Gnostic heretic of the second 
contiiry. He was a disciple of Valentine. Alexan- 
der, bishop of Rome in llfl, ia said to have written 
a book ogainst him (Prsdestinatus I. 16.), but it 
wan probably some other Alexander, who lived 
later, if the whole storj- be not a fiction. 
Sfncift^. — Spamhfim, Sect. An.- 
Hitt. Sec. fl Ti. CeHt. 



a fiction. ^^^^^M 
. — Burton, 'Bl^^H 
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HERMOGENES. A heretic who taught in 
AMca about the middle of the second century. He 
blended the Stoic philosophy with Christianity, and 
among other vagaries, asserted that matter was co- 
eternal with God. Theophilus wrote in confutation 
of his opinions. Tertullian also, at the end of the 
century, published a work against him, which is 
still extant. Tertullian is very violent against Her- 
mogenes, whom Mosheim, in consequence, is rather 
inclined to defend. Mosh. de Rebus ante Const, 
cent, II, — Burton, JEccL Hist, II, Cent.'^^Spanheim, 

^ Also a governor of Egypt, sent 

to supersede Mennas, who was also a Christian. 
He was converted, and is said to have been tor- 
tured to death by Maximinus. This account must 
not be impKcitly believed. Burton, Eccl, Hist, IL 
and III, Cent, 

HERODIANS. Mentioned in Scripture, Matt. 
XX. 16. Mark xii. 13. Whether they were a sect 
or a faction is doubtful. Their name is probably 
derived from Herod the Great ; but their real ori- 
gin is uncertain, Beza conjectures that they were 
parasites of Herod; Baronius, that they esteemed 
Herod to be the Christ, and applied to him the pro- 
phecy in Gen. xlix. 10. Some believe them to be 
a sect holding the discordant opinions of Judaism 
and Paganism ; while others, among whom is Je- 
rome, judge them to be those persons who con- 
tended that tribute should be given to Ceesar for 
the sake of Herod. Spanheim, 

d3 



f- 



JER 
HESYCHIUS, of Jerusalem. An eccleaissticfti 

writer of the fiilh ceatury. 

HIERAX. A heretic of the third century. He 

said to have been a bookseller in Egypt; but 
some writers suppose that he was a bishop. He 
propagated many errors in common with Mani- 
chseus, BJid opposed the resurrection of the dead, 
the salvation of children, marriage, &c. Spanheim. 

HILARY, of Poictiers. A celebrated Latin 
writer of the Iburth century. He was a man of a 
Kublime diction and great learning. He was the 
scourge of the Arians. He died in the reign of Va- 
lenlioian the elder, ^ankeim. 

HIPPOLYTUS. A martyr of the third century ; 
the friend of Origen ; whose " Clear Demonstration 
of Antichrist" was edited by Marquardus Gudius. 

HYDROPARASTATES. Another name for 
theEncratitca; signifying Mviier-rfr wafers. Spanheim. 

HYMENEUS and PHILETU8. Two heretics 
that denied the second resurrection, viz. that of the 
body. There were followers of these men in the 
Corinthian Church. 2 Tim, ii. 17. 1 Cor. xv. 12. 



JEROME, a presbyter. He is esteemed 
Erasmus the first author among the Latins, for 
cular learning, Hebrew literature, translations of 
the Scriptures, for genius, eloquence, and sanctity 
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but, on account of his bitter hatred toward Origen, 
his severe invectives against his adversaries, the 
vehemence of his passions, and his immoderate 
love of monastic solitude, he is deserving of censure. 
He died in the reign of Theodosius the younger. 
He must be distinguished from the reformer and 
martyr, Jerome of Prague, the confidential friend 
and companion of Huss. The later Jerome volun- 
tarily went to the Council of Constance during the 
pretended trial of Huss ; but when he witnessed the 
barbarous treatment of that meek and patient man, 
he began to fear for his own safety, and privately 
withdrew. He was pursued, overtaken, and loaded 
with fetters. Unpermitted to defend himself, he was 
inmiured in a dungeon for 340 days. They then 
attacked him with kindness and flattery, threatening 
him with death by fire if he refused to recant. The 
continental Cranmer was at first overcome by these 
diabolical arts; but afterwards he recovered his 
courage, welcomed the flames; and sang aloud 
hymns and psalms until the smoke choked his 
utterance. Poggio of Florence, who has lefl a 
fair account of these times, closes his account of 
Jerome with these words, " He was a man worthy 
of the memory of mankind," 

IGNATIUS. The bishop of the Church of An- 
tioch. He was a disciple of and educated by the 
Apostles, and was one of the ecclesiastical writers 
of the second century. His seven epistles, omit- 
ting the rest, are generally considered genuine* 
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namely, to the timyniEeans, to Polycarp, to the 
Epbesiana, MagDeriaos, Philadelphians, Trallians, 
and Komans. Ignatius waa martyred A, D. 107, 
or, according to others, as late as 116. He received 
hie episcopal appointment from St. John. Span- 
heim. — S urlon. 

JOSEPHUS, Flavins. A celebrated Jewish 
historian. His father was honourably descended 
from ft sacerdotal family; and he was born in the 
first year of the reign of Caiua Ceesar, A. D. 37. 
When twenty-six years of age he came to Rome, 
on behalf of certain priests, whom Felix, the procu- 
rator of Judeea had put in bonds, and sent to that 
city, to plead their cause before Caesar. Through 
the interest of Aliturius, a favourite actor of Nero, 
he there became known to the empress Poppasa; 
who procured him the favour he desired, and con- 
ferred many presents upon him. He afterwards 
received many kindnesses irom other emperors, and 
waa enabled, by his influence and courtly manners, 
to assist his rebelUous countrymen. Josephus died 
A. D. 93. His " History of the Jewish War and 
the Destruction of Jerusalem," in seven books, was 
composed at the command of Vespasian, and is 
singularly interesting and aifccting, as the historian 
was the eye-witness of all that he relates. St, Je- 
rome calls him the Livyof the Oreeks. His "Jew- 
ish Antiquities," in twenty books, form a noble 
work : we have also a discoiirse " upon the Martyr- 
dom of the Maccabees;" which is a masterpiece of 
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eloquence ; for he was certainly a great orator, as 
well as a great historian. 

IRENiEUS. A disciple of Polycarp, bom in 
Asia, and aflerwards a presbyter of Lyons, from 
whence he was sent as a delegate to the Asiatic 
churches. He succeeded Photinus in the bishopric 
and became a martyr in the reign of Severus. 
Many writings of this father have been lost. Five 
books against the Valentinian heresy remain. He 
probably wrote in Greek. Spanheim, 

ISIDORE, of Pelusium. A disciple and de- 
fender of Chrysostom in the reign of Theodosius 
Junior. He is much celebrated as the author of a 
great number of elegant and pious epistles. Span- 
Jieim. 

JULIAN, the Apostate, was originally a Christian 
by profession, and had been a reader in the Church 
of Constantinople. On assuming the Roman Purple 
he renounced Christianity, and used every endea- 
vour to abolish it. His persecution began immedi- 
ately after the death of Constantius, until which 
time Julian had professed the Christian faith. The 
nature of it was such as might be expected from a 
prince so crafty and hostile. He proceeded to the 
destruction of the new religion, not by punishment, 
at first, but with rewards and flattery, by cavilling 
and artifice. When these failed, he had recourse to 
threats, fines, depositions, and banishment, in order 
to compel the Christians to renounce their faith. 
It is recorded of Julian, that he had an excell ent 
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genius, and much erudition, beside posaessiDg many 
social virtues. His hatred to Cbristiaoity is said lo 
be the only blot which pollutes his fame; but other 
writers give him a different character. He himseli' 
wrote books filled with blasphemies against Christ. 
Imprisonments, esac lions, scourgings, ajid torments, 
now pursued the Christians throughout Palestine, 
SjTia, and Egj'pt. But such was Juhan's subtlety, 
that he pretended to disapprove of such Cruelties, 
though he took no measures to prevent them. He 
was meditating more severe proceedings, when, to 
the great relief of the church, he was suddenly cut 
off, in the second year of his reign. If Theodoret 
is to be credited, his last words were, " Thou hast 
conquered, Galilean!" Spanheim. 

JULIUS AFRICANUS. He lived in the reign 
of Holiogabftlus and Alexander Severus. He wrote 
a chronology, and several epistles. He also em- 
ployed his pen upon the discrepancy between the 
genealogies of Christ in Matthew and Luke, and 
npoo some other works, ^anheim. 

JUSTIN MARTYR, of Palestine. A Platonic 
philosopher, but converted to the Christian faith. 
He taught the Gospel at Rome with great success 
and boldness, until he suffered martyrdom in the 
reign of Aatoniniia Pius. Many of his writings 
against the heretics have perished. His genuine 
works are two apologies and his dialogue i 
Trypho, the Jew, which iiru slill cxlant. 
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KARAITES. A Jewish sect, having their name 
from the Chaldee word Kara^ sacred Scriptures, be- 
cause ^hey adhered to the Scripture as the whole 
and only rule of faith and practice, admitting the 
authority of tradition only when it agreed with the 
written word of God. Upon the dissension between 
Hillel, the president of the Sanhedrim, and Sham- 
mai, the vice-president, about thirty years before 
Christ, their respective scholars formed two parties, 
and took different names. Those who adhered to 
Scripture only were called Karaim, or Scriptuarii, 
and were followers of Shammai ; and those who 
were zealous for the traditions taught by the Scribes 
and Rabbis, were called Rabbanim, Rabbanists, 
and were followers of Hillel. The Karaites, how- 
ever, justly boasted the high antiquity of their prin- 
ciples, as being the followers of Moses and of the 
Prophets, in opposition to human tradition; but 
when the doctrines of the Rabbis were generally 
adopted among the Jews, the Karaites were con- 
sidered as Schismatics. They seem to have re- 
mained for some time in obscurity ; but about the 
year of our Lord, 750, Anan, a Jew of Babylon, of 
the stock of David, and Saul, his son, both men of 
learning, publicly disclaimed the authority of the 
traditionary doctrines of the Talmud; asserted the 
Scriptures to be the sole rule of faith^ and became 
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and iiicreasetl in numbers. There are now some 
of this sect in Poland and Russia, but they chiefly 
reside in Turkey and Egypt ; few or none are to bo 
found in these western countries. Thus it appears 
that a remnant has been a.lway8 left, who confined 
their faith to t!ie written word of God, and that the 
absurdities of the Talmud revived the spirit of true 
religion among the Jews ; for the Karaites are uni- 
versally reckoned men of the best learning, of the 
greatest piety, and of the purest morals of the whole 
nation, Tnmline. 



LACTANTIUS FIRMIANUS. An emineil^ 

man of the Western Church in the fourth century. 
He was called the Ctiristian Cicero. He died in 
the reign of Constantine the Great, in great poverty. 
Spanheim. 

LEONIDAS. The father of Origen, who suf- 
fered martyrdom during the fifth general persecu- 
tion. A. D. 202. Spanheim. 

LEONTIUS. A crafty Eusebian of Ibe fourth 
century. Newnuca. 

LUCIAN, ofSarmoeata, an Epicurean. Suidas 
relates that he was originally a Christian preacher, 
at Antioch; but he denies it himself, and says that 
he was educated in the school oi' ApoUoniua Hya- 
neus. He vehemently perseiuled the Christians 



under the emperors Aurelius and Commodus. Spar. 
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MACEDONIUS. A heretic of the fourth ceiii 
tuiy, patriarch of Constantinople. He denied the 
divinity of the Holy Spirit, and affirmed him to be 
a power created, and diffused over all creatures. 
The followers of Macedonius were condemned in 
the CouncU of Constantinople, They refused to sub- 
scribe to the word o/jooioioc, and substituted o/ioioimoB 
instead thereof, like the Arians, or, as some eay, 
the Semi-Arians. Spanheim. 

MAGIANS. The foUowers of Simon Magna; 
by the Fathers considered the founder of the Gnos- 
tics, though the name did not come into use until 
the next century. Of this remarkable man, Span- 
heim obaen'ea, he denied that the law and the pro- 
phets proceeded from the good God. He asserted, 
that he himself was the Messiah or Christ, that he 
speared in the reign of Tiberius in the form of the 
Son, and was cniciiied, that there would be no re- 
surrection of the body, and that promiscuous inter- 
course between the sexes was a part of Christian 
liberty. Spanheim. 

MANICH^ANS. A sect that arose in the third 
century, during the reign of Probus. The author 
of this sect was one Manes, a Peraiao, afterwards 
ealled Manichseus. He waa or^ally a slave, but 
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having been made heir to his mistress, he afterwards 
became of some consequence. His heresy was one 
of the most portentous of all those at this time. It 
was the scum of the Pythagorean, Gnostic, and 
Marcion errors, and consisted of the following par- 
ticulars, viz, the acknowledging two contrary prin- 
ciples, one evil, and the other good ; rejecting the 
law, with all the Old Testament; asserting that 
every thing was bound under an absolute necesei^-; 
that Christ was only the phantom of a man, and 
had descended &om the sun ; and that Manes was 
himself the Paraclete and apostle of Jesus C^hrist. 
In this doctrine, however, he did not mean to idea*] 
tify himself with the Holy Ghost, but only 
fessed to have received a divine commission ii 
filmeot of the promise made by Jesus Christ, that 
the Paraclete should communicate to the world a 
fuller and clearer revelation. Though Manes re- 
cognized some portions of the New Testament, he 
thought himself at hberty to reject any passages 
which were opposed to his own hypotheses. He is 
said also to have taught that marriages were un- 
lawful; that wine and savoury meats were improper 
for (he elect, who ought to macerate the body ; and 
that the sun and the moon were the future residence 
oi'depajled souls. Dvrton. — Spanheim. — Fleury. 

MARCION. A distinguished Gnostic heretic, 
of the second century. He probably came to Rome 
about A. O. HO; and reached the height of his 
lame some years ailcr, when Anicetus was bishop; 
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but we have positive evidence that he was known 
as a Gnostic teacher at an earlier period. He was 
born at Sinope, in Pontus, and TertuUian applies to 
him a term which mig^ht signify that he was a sailor; 
though that writer says, he studied the philosophy of 
the Stoics; perhaps TertuUian meant that the pecu- 
liar notions afterwards adopted by Marcion resembled 
those of the Stoic school. It is said that his father 
was a Christian bishop, and that Marcion's early 
years were spent in a kind of ascetic or monastic 
retirement. Having ruined a young lady, he was 
forbidden the sacrament. He then separated from 
the Christians, and diffused his heretical opinions 
with great zeal at Rome and other places, about the 
time of Justin and Polycarp. He is accused of 
maintaining two eternal principles, God and Mat- 
ter ; of not believing the Supreme God to be the 
Creator of the world. Some say that he made evil 
a third principle ; this may be doubted. Epiphan. 
— Burton. — Spankeim. — JBeausobre, Hist. Manich. 

MARCUS. A Gnostic of the second century 
Spanheim, 

MARIS, of Chalcedon, in Thrace, was an Arian 
bishop of the fourth century. Spankeim. 

MAXIMILLA. A noble lady, who, with Pris- 
cilla, assisted in forming and diffusing the heresies 
of Montanus. She is said to have hanged herself. 
Spankeim. 

MELITO. A bishop of Sardis, in Lydia. He 
lived in the reign of M. Aurelius. Various writings 
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are attributed to him, particularly 
ChrktiaDity. He has left a catalogue of the books 
of the Old TestamenCj which, for its antiqui^-, is 
very valuable. It agrees with the present Bible, 
except that it omits the Book of Esther. Span- 

MENANDER. A Samaritan heretic, and dis- 
ciple of Simon Magus. He asserted the same errors 
as his master, to which he added that the world was 
not made by God, but by angels, and that he was 
the virtue of God, sent for the salvation of men. 
In the second century, many branches shot fortii 
from this unsound root of bittemeaa, which 
spread the Christian church with the wildcat c( 
ceits. Spanketm. 

MINUTIUS FELIX. A Roman lawyer; by 
birth an African. He was the writer of an elegant 
dialogue, and many other works on the doctrine, 
, and discipline of the Christians, 



MONTANISM. A heresy which took its name 
from Montanus, and began about the middle of the 
second century. It is difficult to say of Moatanus, 
who had been lately converted to Christianity, 
whether in the first instance he was an impostor, or 
whether he was led away by an over-heated imagi- 
nation. He appeared subject to trances or ecstacies, 
and, while some took Itita for a madman, otherii be- 
lieved him to be really insjjireti. He persuaded 
two ladies of rank, Priscilia and Maximilla to follow 
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him, and all three claimed prophetic inspiration. 
The women, however, committed themselves by too 
much minuteness in their predictions; and when 
they were not confirmed by the event, the impos- 
ture was considered as demonstrated. The notion 
which prevailed for some time, that the Roman em- 
pire was soon coming to an end, appears to have 
taken its rise from the prophets of this sect. Mon- 
tanus became an enthusiast. He carried the prin- 
ciple of mortification to a great length. He en- 
joined several periods of fasting, prohibited second 
marriages, and even recommended husbands and 
wives to separate. To obtain safety by flight in 
time of persecution was pronounced unlawful ; 
though the opponents of this sect insinuated, that it 
had produced very few cases of martyrdom. The 
heavy and more atrocious sins, such as apostacy, 
murder, and adultery, were considered to be irre- 
missible ; and no penitence could entitle such delin- 
quents to be restored to the communion of the 
church. The Montanists have been charged with 
treating all offences with similar severity : but the 
notion is probably unfounded. Montanus was mys- 
tical, and arrogantly gave himself out as the Para- 
clete. He did not identify himself with the Holy 
Ghost; and probably he spoke of his own inspira- 
tion as supplementary to that of the Apostles', but 
vouchsafed in a fuller measure. He was not con- 
sidered heretical in the fundamental articles of our 
faith. The Montanists believed in the Trinity, 
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X. 

N'AZAREN'ES or N'AZAR.£AXS. A name 
origioally ^>pUed to Chnstiaos in general, because 
Jeenti Cbnst was bom at Xazaretb. Bat in the 
Imier part of the first and ihe beginning of tbe se- 
cond century it was limited to certain Judaizin^ 
CbristiBna who perverted the gospel. They are 
memioned in several parts of St. Paul's Epbtles, aa 
urging the neceaiity of die observance of the law of 
Mosee, and all it8 ceremonies, although the Me^dafa 
was come ; yet they did not attempt to impose these 
ob«ervMiceB upon Gentile Christiana. They re- 
jected those additions which were made to the Mo- 
saic institutions by the Pharisees and Doctors of tbe 
Law. They used the Gospel of St. Matthew in 
Hebrew, and some have accused them of interpo- 
lating it. Others afBrm, that the gospel of the Na- 
zarreans differed nothing irom that of St. Matthew, 
but was afterwards corrupted by the Ebionites. 
There were some Nasarieans in tbe time of Jerome; 
but lie does not reproacli them with any errors. 
Burifin, Ecu/. Hut. 

NAZARITES, A sect so called from the Hebrew 
word Nitgar, he tepunUed, and of whom we read both 
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in the Old and New Testaments. They were of two 
sorts ; such as were by their parents devoted to God 
in their in&ncy, or sometimes before their birth, and 
such as devoted themselves either for life or for a U- 
mited time : the former were called Nazarcsi ruUibiy 
the latter, Nazarcei votioi. The only three instances 
oiNazarcei nativi mentioned in Scripture are Samp- 
son, (Judges xiii. 5.) Samuel, (1 Sam. i. 11.) and 
John the Baptist, (Luke i. 15.) Nazaritism was a 
divine institution ; and it was very common for 
Jews, both men and women, " to vow a vow of a 
Nazarite," in order to give themselves up to read- 
ing, meditation, and prayer, for the purposes of 
moral purification, and ** all the days of their sepa- 
ration they were holy unto the Lord." The laws 
concerning the Nazarites are contained in the sixth 
chapter of the Book of Numbers ; and they consbt 
principally in directing them to abstain fi*om wine 
and all other intoxicating Uquors; to suffer their 
hair to grow without cutting ; not to come near any 
dead body ; and, at the end of the time, to offer certain 
sacrifices, to shave the head at the door of the ta- 
bernacle or temple, and to bum the hair in the fire 
which is under the sacrifice of the peace-offerings. 
The Rabbis say, that the Nazarai votivi would not 
bind themselves by a vow to observe the laws of 
the Nazarites for a less time than a month, but 
that they might bind themselves for any longer 
time. Tomline, 

NEPOS. A bishop of the third century, who 
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revived the eirorsi of those who received all the pro- 

misea of the Scriptares in an earUily sense, ^an- 

NESTORIANS. A denominatioo, by some 
tefnied heretica, which arose about A. D, J38, in 
tlie reign of Theodosiua Junior. Nestorius had 
been a presbyter of Antioch, and was at this time 
bishop of Constantinople, By all he is confessed to 
hove been a man of great eloquence, though 
some (piestion his claims to erudition. This sect 
arose through the determination of a presbyter 
called Anastaaiua, a frieod of Nestorius, who re- 
fused to receive the phrase in common use, that 
Mary was flfondoc, or the mother of God. Nestorius 
eubstituted the word x:p'"'*''0"'C) or mother of Christ, 
which was from that time an appendage to her 
name. Eccteaiaatical writers do not detail with 
much Eigreement the vorioua particulars of this he- 
rosy. It is certain that some tenets are falsely 
ascribed tu Nestorius, as that he denied the two 
natures or their union in Christ. His real error, if 
rightly stated, appears to have been, in the phrase 
which he adopted, that Mary was not Deipara but 
rather ClirLilipara, and therefore that tlie Son of 
Mary which suffered and died should be called 
(■hrist, ami not God or the Son of God, by which 
phrsM he confounded Deui with DeiUu. Secondly, 
some have thought him wrong in explaining the 
mode of the union of ihe divine and liuntan naturos. 
He 15 said by ilicm to have laufcht dial God, or tbe 
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Word, was joined to the man bom of Mary, and 
having assumed a human nature he dwelt in it as 
in a temple, and therefore that the man Christ Jesus 
was Oio^pov ; hence it follows, that there were two 
persons in the Messiah. It is also laid to his charge, 
that he distorted the opinion and phrases of the 
Catholic Church in such a manner, as to confound 
the two natures in Christ, and introduce the heresy 
of Apollinarism. The Nestorians were condemned 
by Cyril of Alexandria, and Celestine of Rome, by 
the assembled fathers at the Council of Ephesus, 
and by Theodosius Junior, who banished Nestorius 
into Egypt, where he died in a very miserable and 
deserted condition. Some modems think that he 
was right in objecting to the phrase, " Mother of 
God," as implying that she was mother of the Di- 
vine Nature ; which he very properly denied. He 
showed a much better spirit in controversy than his 
adversary St. Cyril ; and Martin Luther does not 
hesitate to throw much of the blame of this contro- 
versy on the angry turbulence of the latter, which 
appears to have led Nestorius into some improper 
forms of explication. In the early ages of this 
sect, it possessed numerous branches under the 
spiritual jurisdiction of the Catholic Patriarch of 
Babylon, a vague appellation which has been suc- 
cessively applied to the sees of Seleucia, Ctesiphon, 
and Bagdad, but who resides now at Mousul. Since 
then they have been divided into two principal sects, 
each strongly opposed to the other. The Chris- 
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tiaiis of St, Thomas, who dwell along the coast of 

Malabar, are Nestorians. 

NICOLAITANS. Heretics mentioned in Rev. 
ii. 6, 15, and 2 Pet. ii. It is generally agreed that 
they claimed as their founder Nicolas, of Antiocb, 
one of the seveo deacons, though even this baa been 
doubted. But whether Nicolas disgraced himself 
by promulgating the doctrines they professed, is 
very uncertain ; for, although some fathers of later 
date charged him with having fallen into vicious 
habits, and thus afforded too true a support to the 
heretics who claimed him as their leader, more ao- 
cient writers entirely acquit him, and explain satis- 
factorily the calumnies which attach to his name. 
Many passages in the Bible throw light upon the 
history of the Nicolaitans. From Rev. ii. 20, con- 
taining allusions to Balaam, (Numb. xxv. 1, 2; 
Numb. xxxi. 16;) we learn that their lives were 
profligate and vicious, and that they ate things sa- 
crificed to idols. They held a community of wives 
tu be lawful ; and that fornicators obtained peace 
after the eighth day. As to Nicolas, we may say 
that if the Nicolaitans were distinguished as a sect 
some time before the end of the first century, the 
probabihty is lessened that liis name was abused ; 
yet if his career was a short one, his history, like 
that of the other deacons, would soon be forgotten : 
and the same fertile invention, which gave rise, in 
two centuries, to so nmny apocryphal gos- 
pels, may also have led the Nicolaitans to give a. 
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false character to him whose name they had as- 
sumed. Irencms^ lib, i.^^Clem, Alex, 3 Strom. — 
Ettseh. 3. — Fleurys Ecclesiastical Hist, vol, I, 

NOETUS. An Asiatic, who confounded the 
persons of the Trinity, and taught that there were 
three distinct names, and not three hypostases; 
that God was only one person, and, therefore, he 
concluded that the Father was bom of a virgin, and 
suffered. His heresy very much resembled that ^f 
the SabeUians. He flourished during the third cen- 
tury. Spanheim, 

O. 

ORIGEN, of Alexandria. An eminent Christian ; 
he was bom about A. D. 185, and died at Tyre, 
A. D. 254. It has been doubted whether there was 
only one, or whether there were two of this name. 
Several particulars also are questioned respecting 
his lapse, penitence, expulsion by Heracla, his va- 
rious writings and errors. It is, however, a matter 
of notoriety that his learning was wonderful, that 
at a very early age he was equal to the discharge 
of a very responsible public office, that his labour 
was unwearied, his piety uncommon, his zeal in- 
comparable, the fruit of his labours remarkable, his 
travels many, his writings almost innumerable, his 
constant study of the Scriptures admirable, his com- 
mentaries upon them numerous, and his Versions 
of the Bible called Tetrapla, Hexapla, 8ind Octapla, 
in; many respects highly deserving the praise of 
posterity. There were infirmities, doubtless, even 
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iD so great a man ; hia getiiua waa too luxuriant, 
and inclined to allegory ; he fell into several doc- 
trinal CTTora, which afterwards supplied fuel for the 
flames of discord, and produced deplorable effects 
in the Church. Many fictitious writings are as- 
cribed to Mm, and his own works are supposed to 
be much interpolated. Spanheim, 

OPTATUS, bishop of Mdevi, in Africa. A 
Latin writer of the fourth century. He was the 
adversary of the Donatists, and very much re- 
nowned under Valentinian and Valens. Spankeim. 



PAPIAS. A bishop of Hierapolis, in Phrygia, 
during the former part of the second centurj-. He 
was supposed by Irenteus to have been instructed by 
St. John the Apostle. He was a man of piety, but 
onlypossessed moderate ability. He is the reputed 
author of some absurd traditions, and many fables, 
which were probably written during the dark ages. 
Spanheim. 

PATRIPASSIANS. Heretics so called because 
their notion of the atonement necessarily includes 
this fallacy as a consequence, ttiat the Father was 
bom of the Virgin Mary, and died upon the cros. 
Although neither Praxeas, the reputed founder of 
the belief, nor SabelUus would have acknowledged 
such an inference, none of their tbllowers hava 
been able to rescue themselves from tlie charge. 
Burton, Eccl. Hut. Sec. Cent. 
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P AUL, of Samoaata. Abiahopof Antiooh; who, 
during the third century, departed from the doc- 
trine of the di^-inity of Christ, to please, aa it is said, 
Zenobia, the renowned princess of that time. He 
was a vain man, and very indulgent to himself and 
his clergy. His heresy bears some resemblance to 
the opinions of the Socinians ; and it was absurdly 
said by him and some of his followers, that Chriat 
was a mere man, called the Son of God on ac- 
count of his works, and the "Word," because 
he spoke to us instead of God. SpanAeim, 

PAULINUS, bishop of Nola, in Campania. A' 
Latin writer during the fourth century. 

PAULINUS, a bishop of Nola during the fiKi 
century. 

PELAGIANS. A sect which arose about A. D. 
405. The author of it was Pelagius, or Morgan, a 
monk of some rank, and very exalted reputation. 
He was a native of Scotland or Wales. He, with 
his friend Celestius, travelled to Rome, where they 
resided early in tlie fifth centuiy, and opposed with 
warmth certain received notions concerning original 
idn, and the necessity of divine grace. What re- 
ception their doctrines met with at Rome does not 
appear, but their virtue excited general approba- 
tion ; Pelagius is much commended, even by Au- 
gustine, his opponent, for piety and sanctity of life. 
On the approach of the Goths, however, they re- 
tired to Africa, where Celestius remained, with a 
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view of g&iiiing admission as a presbyter into 

Church of Carthage, Pelagiua proceeded to Pali 
tine, where he enjoyed the favour and protccti 
John, bishop of Jerusalem. But his friend aad bis 
opinions met with a very different reception from 
St. Augustine, the celebrated bishop of Hippo. 
Whatever parts were visited by these unorthodoj 
friends, they still asserted their pecuUar opinio) 
and they were gradually eng^ed in 
test, ill the course of which they were probably It 
to advance more than had originally occurred 
them. The Pelagians asserted, that there was d< 
imputation of original sin to any man, nor any ori- 
ginal corruption consequent oa the Fal!. In other 
words, they maintained, that mankind derived no 
injury from the sin of Adam; that we are now 
capable of obedience to the will of God as he waa^ 
that otherwise, it would be cruel and absurd 
propose to mankind the performance of certain 
duties with the sanctions of reward and the deniin- 
ciatiou of punishment ; and that consequently men 
are bom without vice, as well as without virtue. Pe- 
lagius is charged also with having maintained, that 
it is possible for men, provided they fully employ 
the power and faculties with which they are endued, 
lo live without sin; and though he did not deny 
that external grace, or the doctrines and motives 
of the gospel, are necessary, yet he is said to have 
rejected the necessity of internal grace, or the ait 
of (he divine spirit. He acknowledged, thai tl 



1 




PEL 51 

power we possess of obeying the will of God is a 
divine gift ; but, asserts that the direction of this 
power depends upon ourselves ; that natural death 
is not a consequence of the sin of Adam, but the 
frame of man, and that Adam would have died 
though he had not sinned. Isidore, Chrysostom, 
and Augustine strenuously opposed these opinions ; 
and the latter procured their condemnation in a 
synod held at Carthage in 412. They were, 
however, favourably received at Rome, by pope 
Zosimus. This prelate afterwards yielded to the 
remonstrances and reasonings of the African bishops, 
and condemned the men he had formerly approved. 
Other opinions of Pelagius tended to overthrow 
the grace of God, and gave rise to many disputes 
respecting a two-fold predestination. To these 
main points were added others of a minor character, 
viz. the use and efficacy of baptism, that sins of 
ignorance were not sinful, and that baptized and 
beHeving persons were bound to renounce their 
riches. Pelagius sought for support on these points 
in the writings of the fathers who lived antecedently 
to Augustine, but he sought in vain : they deliver 
doctrines on the necessity of God's grace and the 
corruption of man very dijfferent from those which 
he taught. It must, however, be recollected that 
we are acquainted with the sentiments of Pelagius, 
only through the medium of his opponents ; and it 
is not improbable that they were somewhat misre- 
presented. 

f2 



» PBA 

Hie doctrinea of Pelagianfam have sometimes 
been ottribnted to those who foUow the truly evan- 
gelical Anninius, or hold the doctrine of general 
redemption with all its concomitants. They are, 
however, totally free &om the imputation. 

It ought to be added, that several councils held 
at Carthage, Rome, and Milan; — the bishops of 
Rome; — Jerome, Aurelius, Augustine, Acp 
the emperors Honorius, Valeotinian the 111. Theo- 
dosius Junior, and other princes strenuously O] 
posed the Pelagian heresy. 

PEPUZIANS. Another name for the MonI 
nists, given to them because Montanus was bom 
Pepuza, in Phrygia. Spanheim, 

PHARISEES. A sect among the Jews, deii**' 
ing their name from a Hebrew word which signifies 
to separate. They affected to excel others in sane- 
ti^ of life, auateri^ of manners, and peculiari^ of 
dress, and therefore separated from the Jews in 
theae particulars. Hence the character of the 
Pharisee in Luke xviii, 11, and the epithet given 
to the sect in Acts xxvi. 5. A peculiar and distin- 
guishing feature of their fanuticism was their hold- 
ing the traditioDB of the elders to be of equal autho- 
rily with the written Law of God. Neither the 
time nor the circumstances of the rise of the Phari- 
Huea is certain. Some trace it to the men of the 
Great Synagogue ; some to the times of Jonathan 
MaecabfeuB, about 160 years before Christ ; some 
to the period of .Vistobulus, 40 years later; and 
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others fix the period when the Rabbles, Schammai, 
and Hillel flourished, and Judaea in the reign of 
Herod. The Pharisees were the strictest of the 
Jewish sects, and ajffected a singular probity of 
manners according to their system; which, how- 
ever, was for the most part both lax and corrupt. 
Thus many things which Moses had tolerated in civil 
life, in order to avoid a greater evil, the Pharisees de- 
termined to be morally right : for instance, the law of 
divorce from a wife, for any cause, Matthew v. 31, 
&c. ; xix, 3 — 12. Further, they interpreted certain 
of the Mosaic laws most literally, and distorted their 
meaning so as to favour their own selfish system. 
Thus, the law of loving their neighbour, they ex- 
pounded solely of the loving their friends, that is, 
of the Jewish nation ; all others they accounted na- 
tural enemies. For other exposures of their wicked- 
ness, see Luke x. 31, 33. Matt. v. 33. Matt. xii. 
Lukevi. 6. Matt. v. 19. xv. 4. xxiii. 23, Matt. v. 
21, 22, 27—30. Matt, xxiii. 15. Matt. v. 12. xxiii. 
5. Luke xvi. 14. James ii. 1 — 8. Matt. vi. 2 — 5, 
Lukexviii.il. Matt, xxiii. 29. Luke vii. 39. xv. 1. 
Matt. XV. 2. Mark vii. 3. vii. 4. John ii. 6. Luke 
xviii.l2. Matt. vi. 16. John vii. 49. The Pharisees 
held the doctrine of fate and predestination, but not 
so as to take away the freedom of the will; a kind 
of metempsychosis of the souls of good men ; apd 
a future resurrection. In manner of life they aimed 
at an external appearance of piety. They aifected 
celibacy, frequent fasts, rigorous payment of tithes, 
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ablutions, long prayers, giving alms ia public and 
enlai^ing the border of their garments ; to which 
the texts above-cited chiefly refer. With all iheii 
pretensions to piety, they entertained the most 
vereign contempt for the people, whom being ij 
rant of the law they pronounced to be 
Yet auch was the esteem and veneration in which 
they were held by the populace that they may 
almost be said to have given what direction they 
pleased to public affairs; and hence the great mati 
dreaded their power and authority. It ia unque»> . 
tionable, as MoaheJm has well remarked, that tba 
religion of the Pharisees was, for the most part, 
founded in consummate hypocrisy; and that at the 
bottom, they were the slaves of every vicious ap- 
petite, proud, arrogant, and avaricious, consulting 
only the gratification of their lusts, even at the very 
moment when they professed themselves engaged 
in the worship of their Maker. These odious fea- 
tures io the character of the Pharisees, caused them 
to be reprehended by our Saviour with the utmost 
severity, even more so than the Sadducees ; who, 
although they had departed widely from the ge- 
nuine principles of religion, yet did not impose on 
mankind by a pretended sanctity, or devole them- 
selves with insatiate greediness to the aequisition of 
honours and riches. A few, and a few only, of the 
sect of the Pharisees, in those times, might be <tf 
better character ; men, who, though self-rightf 
and deluded and bigoltod, were not like the 
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hypocritical. Of this number was Saul of Tarsus ; 
but, as a body, their attachment to traditions, their 
passionate expectation of deliverance from the Ro- 
man yoke by the Messiah, and the splendour of his 
civil reign, their pride, and above all, their vices, 
sufficiently account for that unconquerable unbelief 
-which had possessed their minds as to the claims of 
Christ, and their resistance to the evidence of his 
miracles. The sect of the Pharisees was not extin- 
guished by the ruin of the Jewish commonwealth. 
The greater part of the Jews are still Pharisees, 
being as much devoted to traditions, or the oral 
law, as their ancestors were. 

PHILASTRIUS, bishop of Brescia, near Venice. 
He wrote books on the existing heresies ; and died 
during the reign of Theodosius. Spanheim, 

PHILETUS and HYMENEUS. Two heretics 
that denied the second resurrection ; namely, that 
of the body. There were followers of these men in 
the Corinthian Church. 2 Tim. ii. 17. 1 Cor. xv. 
12. 

PHOTINUS. A heretic of the fourth century ; 
bishop of Sirmium in lUyricum ; a man of great 
talent and eloquence. He asserted, that Christ was 
not the son of God before his nativity, and denied 
the divinity of the Holy Ghost. He revived the 
errors of Paul of Sarmosata, and seemed to agree 
with Sabellius in affirming that the person and ope- 
ration of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, was one. 
Spanheim, 
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A name given to the 
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PHRYGIANS. 

of Montaiius, because their founder \ 
Pepiiza, in Phrygia. SpOTi/iei 

POLYCARP. Abishop of Smyrna, during part 
of the second century. He is supposed to have 
viaited Rome in the year li)8, perhaps, concemiDg 
t!ie time of celebrating the Paschal feast, as disputes 
upon this subject were carried on warmly during' 
the second centorj'. He wrote an epistle to the 
Philippiana which is stUl extant, and is much praise 
by Eusebius, Jerome, and Photiua. He waa bum 
A.D. 1B7. Spanheim.—Dr. Btirton, ^c. 

PRAXEAS. A heretic of the second centurj 
He came from Asia to Rome, and succeeded ij 
suading Victor from joining the Montaniat here 
which the latter waa inclined to favour. Praxes 
was afterwanls excluded from the Church by 2 
phyrinus, for heresy himself. This n 
seems to have succeeded, for the heretic not only 
recanted, but wrote a book expressive of his peni- 
tence, circ. A.D, 200. But he soon returned to hia 
former errors. Praxeas had been a disciple of Pro- 
culuB, but after a long time he took the opposite 
side. He denied that the -Son and the Holy Ghost 
were distinct persona, and taught that they were 
merely modes and operations of the one being called 
God. It is singular to find Praseas using precisely 
the same language as the modem Unitarians, Biid^ 
speaking of liimself as the worshipper of one Got 
as though his opponents believed in two 



PRO 57 

Gods. Tertullian, who wrote against him, exposes 
this fallacy, and shows that the doctrine of Praxeas, 
if pushed to its consequences, must lead us to believe 
that the Father himself was born of the Virgin 
Mary, suffered on the cross, and was himself Jesus 
Christ. Hence, the name of Patripassians was given 
to the sect of which he was the head. Spanheim.-^ 
Tertullian. — Burton, 

PRISCILL A. A noble lady who assisted in form- 
ing and disseminating the heresy of Montanus. — 
Spanheim. 

PRISCILLIAN. A Spaniard, who concocted 
heresy during the fourth century, or rather revived 
the absurdities of the Gnostics, Manichees, Valen- 
tinians, and Sabellians. He also approved of lying 
and peijury in times of persecution ; and admitted 
the practice of astrology, frequent divorcing of 
wives, abstinence from meat, &c. Spanheim. 

PROSELYTES. These are mentioned in scrip- 
ture in contradistinction to Jews, and they are re- 
presented by ancient Jewish writers, and by some 
modern Christian divines, as divided into two sorts ; 
Proselytes of the Gate, and Proselytes of Righteous- 
ness or of the Covenant. The Rabbis give a long 
account of the different ceremonies of initiation of 
these two classes. It is allowed that the Jewish 
nation was gradually made up of two descriptions 
of people, those who were descended from Abraham, 
and those who, being originally Gentiles, were na- 
turalized and considered as Jews after a certain 
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number of generations, which seem to liave been 
less or more, according to the merit and other cir- 
cumstances of tlieir respective nations. Certain it 
is, the law made a difference between one nation 
and another, Ba to what is called, " entering into 
the congregation of the Lord," Edomitea and 
Egyptians had this privilege in the third generation ; 
though their immediate children were excluded, 
their grand children were admitted. An Ammonite 
or Moabite was excluded " even to the tenth gene- 
ration," saith the law, or, as it is added, "forever," 
which the Jewa take to be explanatory of the tenth 
generation. Those who contend for these two sorts 
of Proselytes, define a Proselyte in general to be a 
person, who, being a Gentile by birth, came over to 
the Jewish religion either in whole or in part. Those 
who took upon themselves the obligation of the 
whole law, are supposed to have been called Prose- 
lytes of Righteousness or of the Covenant, and were 
entitled to the same privileges as the seed of Abra- 
ham ; though these adopted children were considered 
lo he inferior to those who were children by 1 
The Proselytes of tlie Gate are said to have I 
sucli Gentiles, as were permitted by tlie Jews 
dwell among them, and were admitted to the v 
ship of the God of Israel, and the hope of a futui 
life, but did not engage to observe the whole of tl 
law ; these were not circumcised nor did they o 
form to the whole of the Mosaic rites and c 
uances, being obliged only to observe the lawewi 
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the Jews call the seven precepts of Noah ; they 
were, however, allowed to offer up their prayers in 
the temple and in the synagogues, but not to enter 
farther into the temple than the outer court, which 
was called the court of the Gentiles ; and in the 
synagogues they had places assigned them, separate 
from the Jews themselves. The term. Proselytes 
of the Gate, is derived from an expression frequent 
in the Old Testament, namely, " the stranger that 
is within thy gates;" but it appears evident that 
the ** strangers " were those Gentiles who were 
permitted to live among the Jews under certain re- 
strictions, and whom the Jews were forbid " to vex 
or oppress,' ' so long as they lived in a peaceable 
manner It must be owned that there seems no 
ground whatever in Scripture for this distinction of 
Proselytes of the Gate, and Proselytes of Righteous- 
ness. Proselytes, probably, were those, and those 
only, who took upon themselves the obligation of 
the whole Mosaic law but retained that name until 
they were admitted into the congregation of the 
Lord, as adopted children. Gentiles were allowed 
to worship, and offer sacrifices to the God of Israel, 
in the outer court of the temple ; and some of them 
persuaded of the sole and universal sovereignty of 
the Lord Jehovah, might renounce idolatry without 
embracing the Mosaic law, but such persons do not 
appear to be called Proselytes in Scripture, or in 
any ancient christian writer. Lardner says, " I do 
not believe that tlie notion of two sorts of Jewish 
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Proselytes, can be found in any t 

before the fourteeHth eenturj- or later." TomUne. 

PROSPER, of Aquitain. An ecclesiastical 
wriier of the fifth century. 

PRUDEXTIUS AUREUUS. A Christian 
poet in the fiiyj centui^-, 

I-TOLEMY. A Gnostic of the Becontl centtuy, 
who spread the same impious doctrines as Valen- 
tine and Secundus. Sjianheim. 

PUBLICANS. Not a ciWl or religious sect, but 
merely tax gatherers and collectors of customs due 
to the Romans, These offices, though formerly 
conferred upon none but Roman citizens of the 
equestrian order, were held, at the time they are 
mentioned in Scripture by persons of low condition, 
and the employment was generally esteemed base 
and infamous. Several things concurred to maie 
the Publicans particularly odious to the Jews. 
Considering themselves as a free people, under the 
immediate government of God, they bore with im- 
patience the taxes imposed by the Romans, and 
even questioned whether it were " lawful to pay 
tribute to Ciesar." The Publicans were generally 
Jews, who, farming the customs of the Romans, 
were too often led by motives of avarice to be ex- 
tortioners also ; and the people could ill endure 
these rigorous exactions fivjm their brethren, who 
thus appeared to join with the Romans in endea- 
vouring to entail perpetual subjection upon their 
n&tioD, or, at least, in making the yoke mure galling 
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and oppressive ; and besides, the necessary dealings 
and connexion of the Publicans with the Gentiles, 
which the Jews held to be unlawfol, cast a peculiar 
odium upon the whole body ; and thus we find our 
Saviour was reproached for being " a friend of Pub- 
licans and Sinners." 

R. 

RUFFINUS, of Aquileia. A celebrated writer 
of the fifth century, who obtained much reputation 
for his translations, writings, contests, and tenets, 
which were derived chiefly from Origen. 

S. 

SACRIFICATI. A name given by the early 
Christians to those who fell into errors, offences, or 
apostacy. Spanheim. 

SADDUCEE. A sect supposed to have been 
called after Sadoc, a disciple of Antigonus Socheeus, 
and to have perverted his doctrines. They arose 
about the time of Simon the Second, son of Onias, 
under Ptolemy Evergetes, 220 years before Christ. 
But the Talmudists are not quite agreed about the 
time, nor the occasion. They believed that there 
is no traditional law, no providence in human af- 
fairs ; no difference between good and evil ; no 
state of rewards and punishments after death ; that 
the soul was mortal and did not survive the body ; 
that there was neither angel nor spirit, Acts xxiii. 

G 
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8, Matt. xxii. 23. nor resurrection. It is, however, 
probable, that some of these points of doctrine were 
invidiously aacribed to them, or might receive ano- 
ther interpretation. The sentence of the founder, 
Sadoc, that " God should not be served in the view 
of reward," was, perhaps, misinterpreted. They 
were greatly hated by the Pharisees and Tradition- 
ists. JosephuE describes them to be Svlpis aypioi Kai 
iirtivtis, rude and morose men. They were not 
generally acceptable to the people ; the Pharisees, 
on the contrary, were men of insinuating manners, 
and were much respected. Mr. Hume observes, 
that it is not easy to comprehend how they could 
at the same time admit the authority of the law of 
Moses, while they denied the immortality of the 
soul, and the existence of angels and spirits. Some 
of their tenets resembled the Epicurean philosophy, 
and led as might be expected to great profligacy of 
life. Their wickedness is frequently condemned in 
the New Testament. They anxiously expected the 
advent of Christ, but it was in the hope of enjoying 
great temporal prosperity and refined pleasure in a 
splendid temporal reign. This accounted for their 
persecution of our Saviour, whose lowly origin and 
appearance was very contrary to their hopes. The 
Sadduceea were far less numerous than the Phari- 
sees, but were persons, generally, of wealth and 
dignity. Josephus says, that this seel flourished 
chieflyamongtheyoung. Spanheim.—fFatsim, ^e. 
SADOC. A Jew, one of the disciples of Alex- 
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ander Socheeus, a renowned teacher, commonly 
considered the founder of the Sadducees. Spanheim. 
SAPIENTES. A name attributed by some to 
one order of the Scribes ; the same as the Tahnu- 
dists. There were three orders in all; namely, 
Scribes, vonodMaKoKoi ; Sapientes, or Talmudists ; 
and inquisitors, disputers, critical inquirers into dif- 
ficult and knotty points of Scripture, to which St. 
Paul alludes, 1 Cor. i. 20, Spanheim, 

SATURNINUS. A heretic, who troubled the 
churches of Antioch and Syria during the second 
century. He was a disciple of Simon Magus and 
Menander. Spanheim, JEccL Hist, 

SECUNDUS. A Gnostic of the second century, 
contemporary with Marcion. He spread the same 
impious doctrines as Valentine, and was notorious 
for the practice of magic and sorcery. Spanheim, 

SECUNDUS of Ptolemais, in Africa. An Arian 
bishop of the fourth century. Spanheim, 

SEMI. PELAGIANS. A sect which arose in 
the fifth century ; steering a middle course between 
orthodoxy and heresy. Several illustrious men were 
authors and abettors of this heresy ; among others, 
Cassian, a disciple of Chrysostom, Faustus, Vin- 
cent, Gennadius, a Presbyter of Marseilles, Hono- 
ratus, bishop of Marseilles, and some writers scru- 
ple not to say, Hilary of Aries. The points on 
which they assimilated to the Pelagians were the 
following, viz, free-will, producing the beginning of 
goodness, faith, and conversion, on the co-operation 
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of God aod man, and of nature wHth grace. They 
afterwards softened down these doctrines and ap- 
proached nearer to the orthodox. It is said that 
they held a particular doctrine about the predesti- 
nation of infanta. To thia leaven of Pelagianisin 
there arose much opposition, Spanheim, 

SEPTUAGINT. The Greek translation of the 
Bible ; cerlaiiily not made before the time of Alex- 
ander, whose extensive conquests so widely diffused 
the language of Macedonia. It is generally agreed 
that it was finished under Ptolemy PhJladelphus ; in 
whose reign, and that of his father Ptolemy Sagus, 
the successor of Alexander the Great, a multitude 
of Jews colonized in Egypt, Joseplius records that 
Ptolemy, by fair words and presents, obtained, 
from Eleaaer the High Priest, seventy-two learned 
men to make the translation of the Old Testament 
into Greek. It is probable that Josephus derived 
his information fiomasmallworkon theSeptuagiiit, 
ascribed to Aristeas. Eusebius and others have 
adopted his opinion. Ptolemy, having a desire to 
enrich the library at Alexandria with scarce and 
valuable books, took the above method to obtain 
tlie Bible in the Greek tongue. The couimon his- 
torical account of this translation is juslly thought 
to be fabulous : viz. that it was finished lu 72 days 
by each translator ; that tliey w^ere shut up in se- 
parate cells in the isle of Pharos while they were 
engaged in the translation ; and that Ihey did not 
v«y a syllabic norlotter from each other. Spanheim. 
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SIMEON CLEOPHAS. A Christian martyr, 
who was cnicified at Jerusalem when above one 
hundred years old, in the second century. 

SOCRATES SCHOLASTICUS, of Constanti- 
nople. One of the Novatian sect ; and an ecclesi- 
astical writer, about 440. 

SOZOMEN, a native of Palestine. Of the No- 
vatian sect ; an ecclesiastical writer of the fifth cen- 
tury. 

SULPICIUS SEVERUS. An ecclesiastical 
writer of the fifth century. 

SYNESIUS. A bishop of Ptolemais in Cyre- 
naica during the fifth century ; a very eloquent 
man ; but much tainted with the errors of Plato 
and the Pythagoreans. Spanheim, 

T. 

TATIANISTS. The followers of Tatian ; called 
also Encratites, from their fastings, ceUbacy, and 
general abstinence. Spanheim^ EccL Hist. 

TERTULLIAN. A native of Carthage, and by 
profession a lawyer, who was converted about the 
beginning of the reign of Severus and became a 
Presbyter of Carthage. He occupies a place in the 
first rank of the fathers, in erudition, acumen, and 
eloquence. His style is animated, vehement, and 
sententious. He was austere in his disposition and 
manners, and, therefore, too easily fell into the 
severe discipline of M ontanus. Spanheim, 
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THEODORET. Bishop of Cyprus duriag tlie 
fifth centuiy. He united hia interest firat 
Cyril in the Neatorian cause, and afterwards 
DioBConis, of Alexandria. He was present at 
the general councila. As an excellent interpi 
of Scripture, and a writer of eeclesiafltical hiatoiy, 
he deaervedly obtained high rank. There 
another historian called Theodoret the younger. 

THEODOTUS. A bishop of Pergamoa, who» 
if we could believe that councils were held as early 
as the second century, convened the biahops of his 
neighbourhood, and condemned the doetrim 
C'olorbaauB, circ. A. C. 150.— Burton'* EccL Hi 

Another, a follower of Montanua, 

to have been destroyed by the effect of one of fai| 
pretended ecstacies. Bitriong Eccl. Hist. 

Another, a tanner of Byzantium, who 

said by Epiphaniua to have been brought before 
governor of that city, in the time of some perseci 
tion ; and to have denied hie faith in order to 
cape death. When Victor was bishop of Hom^ 
(appointed A, D. 201 or 202) Theodotus uttered 
many blasphemies against Christ, and was rejected 
by the bishop from the communion. He had a dis- 
ciple of the name of Artemon, whom he taught to 
deny the divinity of Christ, and who raised a sect 
about the beginning of the nest centur\', BvrUm, 
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Another, a general of Galienus, wb^^H 

besieged Alexandria, A, C. 2(12. ^^H 

I Another, bishop of Laodicea, who suoi^^H 
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ceeded a certain Stephen in that office. This Theo^ 
dotus was a celebrated physician, A. C. 304. Bur- 
ton's Eccl. Hist, 

THEODOTUS, of Ancyra. An ecclesiastical 
writer of the fiflii century. 

THEOGNIS, of Nice, in Thrace ; an Arian 
bishop of the fourth century, Spanheim. 

THEONAS, of Marmarica, in Africa. An 
Arian bishop of the fourth century. Spanheim. 

THEOPASCHITES. A sect, at the head of 
whom was Peter Gnapheus, or the fuller, who after- 
wards became bishop of Antioch. His error con- 
sisted in the assertion, that one of the persons in the 
Trinity suffered, or that the divinity of the Son was 
fixed to the cross ; other writers record that he as- 
serted, the whole Trinity suffered unless the word 
rpicrayiov belongs to Christ alone. To the hymn or 
doxology, which was then sung in the church, in 
which was the rpitrdyiov or the thrice-holy, ^yioc, 
UytoCf ayioe, he added the words 6 tnavpojOiie Si ij/ific 
" who was crucified for us," that he might confirm, 
according to the Eutychian heresy, the position that 
the Deity suffered. To the same Gnapheus are 
owing public litanies to the saints, and an invoca- 
tion to the Virgin Mary, OtordKoe, or the mother of 
God. 

THEOPHILUS. A bishop of Antioch, who wrote 
in the reign of M. Antoninus. He was a man of 
great erudition and a strenuous defender of the 
faith against the heretics Hermogenes and Marcicm, 
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and the calumniee of the Gentiles. His wridoga 
liave periahed except lliree books to Aotolycus on 
the Christian faith, which he wrote about the year 
180. He was bred up in heathenism, and was evi- 
dently addicted to the Platonic philosophy; yet he 
afterwarda became not only a bishop in the Cliria- 
tian Church, but a voluminous writer upon subjectoi 
connected with the gospel, ^mnheim, Eccl, AntiM, 
— Burton Lee. fy Th. Cent. 

Another, of Alexandria, during the 

fifth century. He was the bitter enemy of Origen, 
and became, with Epiphanius, an unrelenting per- 
secutor of Chrysostom. He was uncle of Cyril, 
bishop of Alexandria. Spankeim, 

THERAPEUT^. Another name for the 
SENES, to which article the reader is referred. 



VALENS, bishop of Mursa, in Pannonia, 
tinguished Eusebian prelate of the fourth century^ 
Nemtnan's j4rians. 

VALENTINE, of Egypt, where he studied. 
Being disappointed of a bishopric, he became a, be- 
resiarch, and spread his pestilent opinions at Rome, 
and through Asia and Africa, about A. D. 150, in 
the reign of Antoninus Pius, He is by some ac- 
counted the parent of the Gnostic heresy. He was 
contemporary with Marcion ; though he arrived at 
Rome a few years sooner. Bolh retained to the 
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last an attachment to the gospel. He met with 
considerable success in promulgating his heresy. 
Tertullian de Mort, Chr, — Bttrton, EccL Hist. Sec, 
Cent, — Spanheim, 

VINCENT, of Serins. A monk and presbyter, 
who wrote on ecclesiastical subjects, during the fifth 
century. 
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A. 

ANABAPTISTS. A sect which sprung up soon 
after Lutheranism. Three visionaries established 
it in the year 1521, by misinterpreting a doctrine 
they had read in the work of Luther " De Libertate 
ChristiandJ' The proposition they found there was 
tliis : " A Christian is lord of all things, and subject 
to nobody ;'' which, though used by Luther in a good 
sense, was perverted by them, to gain the populace. 
They taught that all authority, whether ecclesiasti- 
cal or civil, was mere usurpation, and that, under 
the evangelical law, men ought to enjoy full liberty. 
They re-baptized their disciples, and in order to give 
credit to tliis practice, they taught that the baptism 
of infants was of no validity. As to other p 
recommended rigid mortification, plain 
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fasHng, and thus tliey seduced vast numbere. Tliey 
made great progress in Moravia, and particnlariy in 
Munster, in spite of the strong attempts to destroy 
them. These observations apply to the early Ana- 
baptists of Germany. The conduct of these fanatics 
ia at all times condemned by the people of this per- 
Buaaion generally. In England they form a respect- 
able, though not a very numerous body. 

The name Anabaptist is given to those who main- 
tain that baptism ought always to he performed by im- 
mersion ; that it ought not to be administered before 
the age of discretion; and that at this age it ought to 
be administered to those who have been baptized in 
their infancy. They affirm that the administration 
of this sacrament is neither valid nor useful, unless 
it be done by immersion and not by sprinkling only ; 
or if the persons who receive it be not in a condition 
to give the reasons of their belief. It has been 
indiscriminately applied to people of very different 
principles. Many of them object to the name, be- 
cause the baptism of infants by sprinklmg, is, in their 
opinion, no baptism; and others hold nothing in 
common, except some one of the above-mentioned 
notions concerning baptism. Bayh's Hist. Diet. — 
fValson. 

ANTIBURGHERS. A subdivision of the Pres- 
byterians in Scotland, who have separated irom 
communion with the Established Kirk. They were 
so called from doubling the lawliilncss of the Bur- 
gess oath. See SECEDERS. 
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ANTINOMIANS. Heretics who maintain that 
the law is of no use nor obligation under the Chris- 
tian dispensation ; or who may be said to hold doc- 
trines subversive of good works and a virtuous life. 
They first sprang up in Germany about the year 
1558 ; when John Agricola taught his foolish and 
deluded followers, that the law has no' force nor use 
under the gospel ; that good works have nothing to 
do with our salvation, nor ill ones either ; that re- 
pentance is not to be preached from the decalogue, 
but, if at all, only from the. gospel. They deny that 
good works are at all necessary, even as an evi- 
dence of faith. 

During the great rebellion this sect made consi- 
derable progress in England, and extended their 
libertinism much further than was ever intended by 
their founder. Some of their teachers strenuously 
preached, that as the elect cannot fall from a state 
of grace, nor forfeit the divine f^-vour, the crimes in 
which they indulge do not partake at all of the na- 
ture of sin, nor are to be considered as any viola- 
tion of the divine law ; hence they need never confess 
their sins to God nor to one another, nor endeavour 
to break them off by repentance. This notion arises 
out of their doctrine concerning election, namely 
that it is an essential characteristic of the elect, that 
they cannot do any thing displeasing to, God, nor 
contrary to the law he has given in the Holy 
Scriptures. 

ARMINIANS favour the tenets of Arminius, the 
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disciple of Beia, ajid an eminent professor of divi- 
nity at LeydeDjWiio flourislied about tbe year 1600. 
His tenets include the five following propositions : 
lat, That God has not fixed the future state of 
mankind by an absolute unconditional decree ; but 
determined from all eternity, to bestow solvation 
oil those whom he foresaw would persevei^ to the 
end in their faith in Jesus Christ, atid to inflict 
punishment on those who should continue in dieir 
unbelief, and resist to the end his divine a^iiitance. 
2dly, That Jesus Christ, by his death and suffer- 
ings, made an atonement for the ^ns of all mankind 
in general, and of every individual in particular; 
that, however, none but those who beheve in him 
can be partakers of this divine benefit, 3d]y,That 
mankind are not totally depraved, and that depra- 
vity does not come upon tiieni by virtue of Adam's 
being their public head, but that mortality and na- 
tural evil only are, the direct consequences of ills 
sin to posterity. 4thly,That there is no such thing 
as irresistible grace in the conversion of sinners. 
And, 5thly, That those who are united to Christ by 
faith, may fall from their faith, and forieit finally 
their state of grace. Eoana. 



BAPTISTS. This name is applied toaconi 
derabie boily of I'rotestant Dissenturs, who onta. 
lain certain peculiar opiniona rcsiiocting the proM 
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objects of baptism, and also as to the mode of its 
administration. The origin of this denomination, 
at least as a modern sect, may perhaps be referred 
to the time of the Reformation, as we find that 
many persons belonging to the Reformed Churches 
of Great Britain, as well as those of Germany, Hol- 
land, Piedmont, and other parts of the continent, 
were opposed to infant baptism. They are com- 
monly supposed to have arisen from the German 
and Dutch Anabaptists or Mennonites. 

The Baptists, or, as they are more properly called, 
Antipeedobaptists, believe, that adults only are the 
proper subjects of baptism. This opinion they 
think is supported by the command of Christ, which 
relates to such as have become believers, and are 
willing thus publicly to make profession of Christi- 
anity ; and they argue that as infants are incapable 
both of the requisite repentance and of the open de- 
claration of their faith, so it could never have been 
the intention of our Lord to extend this ordinance 
to them. They also maintain that the Apostles, in 
performing the command of Christ, never adminis- 
tered the rite in question to any persons without 
they had previously received instruction, and given 
proof of sincerity ; and they assert that in no part 
of the New Testament is there any record of the 
baptism of infants. They contend that the word 
fiairriZia signifies to immerse or dip, and that only ; 
and, therefore, they confine themselves to this mode 
of applying the ordinance. In support of their pe- 
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ciiliar doclriiie tliey adduce many instances rroin 
Scripture ; aa that John baptized in tlie river Jor- 
dan, choosing a place where there was much water ; 
that JesuB himself also, after having been baptized, 
"went up straightway out of the water;" and 
Phihp and the Eunuch " went down both into the 
water." " Washing of regeneration," " sanctify in jj 
to the purification of the flesh," " buried with liim 
in baptism," and other expressions of the same cha- 
racter, they beheve to refer expressly to this mode ; 
and they maintain that diey are supported by the 
invariable practice of the Apostles and early Chris- 
tians. They admit that the jiractice of inimersioo 
was soon laid aside, but this they attribute to a love 
of change, to the inconvenience which attended 
immersion, the coldness of climate, and other causes. 
The Baptists are usually divided into two denomi- 
nations; viz. the General or Arminian, and the 
Particular or Calvintstic Baptists. 

The General or Arminian, so called from their 
opposition to the doctrine of absolute and uncondi- 
tional decrees, allow considerable latitude to their 
religious opinions, and have in many instances be- 
come Unitarians. Their ecclesiastical governors 
are bishops, elders, and deacons, the first are also' 
caUed messengers, in conformity wilh the lan| 
of St. John. 

The Particular or Caliiini$lic Baptists, as to their 
ecclesiastical constitution, are congregationidisls or 
Indfjien dents. This class ia by far the more iia- 
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merous, particularly in America. Many Baptists 
do not scruple to admit pious persons to the Com- 
munion, although they should not have been im- 
mersed, whilst others deem this ceremony essential ; 
and are, therefore, known as Strict Baptists. Se- 
v€7ith-day Baptists are such as believe the original 
law of the Sabbath to remain unrepealed, and con- 
sequently observe the seventh-day of the week as 
their Sabbath. The Scottish Baptists are strictly 
congregational, and have other minor points of dif- 
ference in their Church Government. 

BAXTERIANS. Those who form a middle 
path, between Arminianism and Calvinism, and 
thus endeavour to unite both schemes. Evans. 

BURGHERS. A subdivision of the Seceders 
from the Established Church of Scotland. They, 
maintained the lawfulness of the Burgess oath. 

C. 

CALVINISTS adhere to the doctrines which 
Calvin taught at Geneva, about 1540, where he 
was professor of divinity. The tenets of Calvinism 
are, predestination, original sin, particular redemp- 
tion, irresistible grace, and the perseverance of the 
saints. These, in the theological world, are termed 
five points ; and they have excited frequent contro- 
versies. As Calvinists differ in the explication of 
these tenets, it would be difficult to give a specific 
account of them. They appear to comprehend the 
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following propositions: 1st, That God has chosen! 
a certain number in Christ to everlasting happineaa, ] 
before tbe foundation of the world, aecordin 
immutable purpose, and of his free grace and lov^J 
without the least foresight of faith, good works, ( 
auy conditions performed by the creature ; and that 
the rest of mankind he was pleased to pass by, and 
ordain them to dishonour and WTath for their sins, 
to the praise of his justice. 2dly, That Jesus Christ, 
by his death and sufferings, made an atonement 
only for tbe sins of the elect. 3d!y, That mankind 
are totally depraved in consequence of the fall ; 
and, by virtue of Adam's being their public head, 
the guilt of his sin was imputed, and a corrupt na- 
ture conveyed to ail hia posterity, from which pro- 
ceed all actual transgressions ; and that by sin we 
are made subject to death, and all miseries, tempo- 
ral, spiritual, and eternal. 4t]ily, That all whom 
God has predestined to liie, he is pleased, in his ap- 
pointed time, effectually to call by his word and 
spirit out of that state of sin and death, in which 
they are by nature, to grace and salvation by Jesua 
Christ. And, 5thly, That those whom God has 
effectually called and sanctiiied by his spirit shall 
never finally iall from a state of grace. Evaruc, 
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GREEK or RUSSIAN CHURCH has now 
. spread itself over the caaterD part of Europe. It is 
ancien^ and bears a resemblance to the Church of 
' Rome, Denying, however, the infaUibility and au- 
I premacy of the Pope, its members are in commu- 
j nion with the Patriarch of Constantinople. 
I The faith and practice of the Greek Church may be 

briefly eummed up as follows : they believe in one God 
and one Lord Jesus Christ ; which belief they express 
I in the words of the Nicene creed, till they come to 
that part which relates to the Holy Ghost. Oa this 
point, which churchmen call the procession of the 
! Holy Spirit, they affirm that the Holy Ghost proceeds 
[ only from tie Father, and not from the Father and the 
I Son, as the Catholics and the Church of England say ; 
I yet they beheve in the personality and godhead of lAe 
Holy Ghost. They do not acknowledge the Pope's 
supremacy, nor even primacy ; nor that the Church 
of Rome is the true mother Church : on Holy Thursday 
they excommunicate the Pope and all the Latin pre- 
lates, as heretics and schismatics. 

They believe no other sacraments than baptism and 
the Lord's Supper. They use what is called trine 
immersion ; that b, they dip the person three times 
under water, at the name of the Father, tlie Son, 
and Holy Ghost. When the child is baptized, the 
priest anoints it witli tlic koly chrism, whicli is applied 
to the forehead, eyes, nostrils, mouth, ears, breast, 
hands, and feet. 



Ill the baptism of infants tJiey have one godfather 
or godmother, according to the aex of the child. But 
baptism is oftea deferred by them till their children 
are five, ten, or fifteen years of age, or even longer ; 
and they re-baptize all the Latins who are admitted 
to their communion. They lay great stress on bap- 
tism, as essential to salvation; and, like the 
allow of lay- baptism when a priest or other ecclt 
tical person la not at hand to perform 1 

Whether they do actually believe in transubstantia^ 
tion or not, is not quite clear ; but they pay very great 
veneration to the consecrated bread used at the sacra- 
ment- They do not, indeed, carry it in procession ; 
but after the priest has consecrated it, he elevates it, 
and says, " Thou art my God, tliou art my King, I 
adore thee ! Lord have mercy upon me, miserable 
sinner !" They say that the sacrament should be ad- 
ministered in both kinds ; and tliat even to infants 
before they can be capable of distinguishing the spi- 
ritual food ftxim any other. The laity are indispensibly 
obliged to receive the sacrament in both kinds ; they 
receive both the bread and wine together in a spoon, 
from the hand of the priest, who takes it from a laige 
dish used for the purpose. They seal the bread with 
the form of a cross, and tbe bread used on the occasion 
is leavened. The eueharist they always receive fasting. 

Althougli they exclude confession, confirmation, ex- 
treme unction, matrimony, and orders, as absolute^ 
sacraments, or meuiia of conferring grace, they 
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them as most sacred and divine mysteries, and have a 
great respect and veneration for them. 

Confession is also a sacred duty and holy obligation 
in this Church, and is deemed of some importance to 
the soul ; but they do not think it necessary to be 
practised more than four times in every year, and this 
is to be open and public, a general^ and not like the 
Catholic practice, auricular confession; which they 
deny to be a divine precept, and, at best, but an 
injunction of the Church, and insist that it always 
ought to be free and voluntary. 

Confirmation is administered immediately after bap- 
tism : this has always been esteemed by them a part 
of the priest*s office, and is not deferred to be per- 
formed by a bishop, in any of the Grreek Churches. 

Extreme Unction, as used by the Roman Catholics, 
is practised in some degree ; but they disclaim that 
name, calling it the Euchelaion, or mystery of the 
holy oil. It is administered to all sick persons, as 
often as such persons desire it, without waiting till 
the sick person is at the point of death; nor is it 
deemed essential to salvation. 

Matrimony, though a sort of holy union, is not con- 
sidered as a sacrament in the Greek Church; and 
they allow its dissolution in case of adultery, or even 
other provocations, and they deny that fornication is 
a mortal sin. They allow lawful marriages to the 
fourth time, but not oftener. They allow also a mar- 
ried man to take orders ; but forbid their making such 
an engagement after ordination. On this account. 
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young men destined fur tlie Church generally supply 
tliemselves with wives, previous to their Assumption of 
the sacred character. 

Tlie Greeks do not appear to have an idea of purga- 
tory, hut they offer up certain prayers in behalf of the 
dead, in these words: " Grant, O Lord, that his soul 
may be at rest, in those mansions of light, consolation , 
and repose, where all grief and sorrow are for ever 
excluded." 

The members of the Greek Church are not perfectly 
agreed as to the torments of the damned, whether as 
to the nature or the extent of those punishments ; but, 
for the most part, they incline to the more humane 
and rational idea, that the all-merciftil Being will not 
eternally inflict the insufferable miseries of hell-fire on 
his naturally weak, blind, and erring creatures. 

Almost all the Eastern Christians of this Church 
have an opinion that, after death, there is one paradise 
of simple repose, to which departed saints first retire, 
and another of eternal and supreme felicity, into which 
the just are ultimately admitted. 

They offer a sort of worship to the Virgin Mary. 
and supplicate the assistance and mediation of the 
saints, of whom they are extremely fond of relating 
wonderful stories. They have distinct litur^es for 
their principal snjnta, such as St. James, St. Chrysos- 
torn, St, Basil, and Gregory the Great. All their 
monks, and they have not a few, are of the order of 
St, Baail, The Patriarch, Metropolitan, and bishops. 
are of this order. 
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Justification by faith and works conjointly, for which 
they allege the epistle of St. James, is a favourite 
doctrine of the Greek Church. 

They strictly abstain from eating things strangled, 
and such other meats as are prohibited in the Old 
Testament. , 

The Greek Christians affect to be extremely averse 
to " graven images ;" but their dislike of the religious 
use of the art of sculpture is amply recompensed by 
their enthusiastic attachment to pictures. To these 
they pay an almost sinful adoration. They do not, 
however, entirely reject the use of even carved images 
in their dwelling-houses, in many of which little titular 
saints of this kind are to be found, before which the 
Divine Omnipotence is privately worshipped. 

The members of the Greek Church are extremely 
rigid and constant in their prayers, regularly attending 
mass morning and evening. Their religion enjoins 
honour and obedience to the priests ; and they strictly 
forbid the laity to invade the benefits of the clergy ; 
and all kinds of sacrilegious acts, as well as the reading 
of heretical books, frequenting theatres, and other 
?* heathenish" customs. 

They regard the books of the Apocrypha as unca- 
nonical ; but hold some traditions of equal authority 
with the Holy Scriptures; and very greatly vene- 
rate the writings of Basil, Chrysostom, Damascene, 
&c. 

Of all the general councils that have been held by 
the Catholic Church, they pay no regard to any after 
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the sixth; they reject the seventh, which was the 

second Nieene council. 

They are apt to es communicate memhers from the 
cliurch ; and condemn heretics on very frivolous occa- 
sions : and they deny that the office of sub-deacon is 
an holy order. 

In the observance of divine fasts and feasts the 
Grreek Christians are rigid and superstitious, particu- 
larly as to the Lents, of which they have four every 
year. The first beginsonthefourteenth of November; 
the second, the great Lent, before Easter ; the third, 
the week after Pentecost ; and the fourth on the first 
of August. At these times they eat nothing that has 
blood, or oil, nor milk-meats, but herbs and shell-fiah ; 
and ore so extremely partJcular and strict aa scarcely 
to allow an egg or flesh-broth to a sick person. 

Yet they affect to disdain the Latins for their ob- 
servance of the vigils before the nativity of Christ; 
and the festivals of the Virgin Mary and the Apostles ; 
as well as for their fasting in Ember-week. They 
prohibit all fasting on Saturdays, except on the Satur- 
day preceding Easter. It may be observed, that they 
hold a kiad of predestination, depending on the attri- 
bute of prescience in the Deity. 

Such are the leading doctrines and religious features 
of the Greek Christians. 

With respect to Church government, discipline, 
revenues, &c. the Greeks very much resemble the 
Latins, Both are episcopal ; and in both is the same 
division of the clergy into secular and regular ; the 
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same spiritual jurisdiction of bishops and their officials ; 
and the same distinction of offices and rank. 

H. 

HERRNHUTTERS. See MORAVIANS. 
HOPKINSIANS or HOPKINSONIANS. An 

American sect, who follow the tenets of Dr. Hop- 
kins, who was a congregationalist minister in Rhode 
Island about 1770. His theory seems to be an 
attempt to unite the peculiar doctrines of Calvinism 
with some points of mystic theology ; but it does 
not relieve any difficulties of the Calvinian system. 
HUTCHINSONIANS. The followers of John 
Hutchinson, bom in Yorkshire, 1674. The He- 
brew Scriptures, he says, comprise a perfect system 
of natural philosophy, theology, and religion. So 
high an opinion did he entertain of the Hebrew 
language, that he thought the Almighty must have 
employed it to communicate every species of know- 
ledge, and that, accordingly, every species of know- 
ledge is to be found in the Old Testament. Of his 
mode of philosophising, the following specimen is 
brought forward to the reader's attention : " The 
air (he supposes) exists in three conditions, fire, 
light, and spirit : the two latter are the finer and 
grosser parts of the air in motion : from the earth 
to the sun the air is finer and finer till it becomes 
pure light near the confines of the sun, and fire in 
the orb of the sun, or solar focus. From the earth 
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towards the circutnl'erence of lliis systeiti) in which 
he includes the fixed stars, the ah becomes grosser 
iind grosser till it beuomea stagnant, in which con- 
dition it is at the utmost vei^e of this system, from 
whence (in his opinion) the expression of outer ilark- 
nesa, and blarJcnesn of darkness, usetl in the New 

'"■■""■"T ■"■ i 

INDEPENDENTS. A denomination of Pro- 
testants in England and HollanO, originally called 
Brownists. They derive their name from their 
maintaining that every particular congregation of 
Christians has, according to the New Testament, a 
full power of ecclesiastical jurisdiction over its 
members; independent of the authority of bishops, 
synods, presbyteries, or any other ecclesiastical as- 
semblies. 

This denomination appeared in England in the 
year 1616. John Robinaon, a Norfolk divine, who, 
being banished from his native country for noncon- 
formity, afterwards settled at Leyden, was consi- 
dered as tlieir father and founder. He possessed 
sincere piety, and no inconsiderable share of learn- 
ing. Perceiving defects in the denomination of the 
Grownista, to which he belonged, he employed his 
Mai and diligence in correcting them, and ic ni 
modelling the Society. 

Though iho Independents considered their 
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form of ecclesiastic government as of divine institu- 
tion, and as originally introduced by the authority 
of the Apostles, nay, by the Apostles themselves ; 
yet they did not always think it necessary to con- 
demn other denominations, but often acknowledged 
that true religion might flourish in those communi- 
ties which were under the jurisdiction of bishops, or 
the government of presbyteries. They approved, 
also, of a regular and educated ministry ; nor is any 
person among them now permitted to speak in pub- 
lic before he has submitted to a proper examination 
of his capacity and talents, and has been approved 
of by the church to which he belonged. Other pu- 
ritans objected chiefly to certain rites and ceremo- 
nies of the church; but Robinson and his party 
went farther, and contended that every single con- 
gregation of Christians is a church of itself indepen- 
dent of all legislation except their own and that of 
Christ, and incapable of receiving any provision, or 
soliciting any support from the State. They, there- 
fore, at once separated themselves from the church 
without attempting to reform it. They considered 
that it wanted several things essential to a true 
church, as the choosing of its own ministers and a 
stricter discipline of its members ; yet they granted 
that many good men lived in its communion. 

The creed of the Independents is Calvinistic, but 
of every shade of difference. Several in Scotland 
and Ireland have symbolized with the Scottish 
Baptists. Congregationalists and Independents have 

i3 



DO LUT 

geuorally been conaiJered synonymous terms, 1 
many prefer the former name, thinking it desirable 
to unite more closely for mutual advice and assist' 
ance than the terra Independent seems to warrant. 
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KILHAMITES. The followers of Alexander 
Kilham, who created a schism in the VVesleyan 
Methodist society in the year 1798. They profess 
the same doctrines as the Wesleyan body, differing 
only in matters of diseipline. Tlie democratical 
rules of their sect and the inferiority of its ministers 
have prevented it from spreading to any ci 
able extent. It is principally augmented by diss 
tisfied and restlesa seceders from the Wesleyai 
It comprises about 12,000 members and 105 chapel*^ 
and the hearers of its ministry may be computed a 
about 25,000. 



LUTHERANS, of oil Protestants, are those 
who tiiffer least fi'om the Romish church, as they 
affirm that the body and blood of Christ are mate- 
rially present in the sacrament of tlie Lord's Supper, 
though in an incomprehensible manner. They like- 
wise represent some religious rites an<j iostitudona, 
as tlie use of images in churches, the splendid vest-J 
menta of the Romish dergj-, the private confession a 
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sins, the ase of wafers in the administration of the 
Lord's Supper, the form of exorcism in the celebra- 
tion of baptism, and other ceremonies of the like 
nature, as tolerable, and some of them useful. The 
Lutherans maintain with regard to the divine de- 
crees, that they respect the salvation or misery of 
men in consequence of a prevums knowledge of their 
sentiments and characters, and not as founded on the 
mere will of God, which is the tenet of the Calviniste. 
Towards the close of the last century, the Luther- 
ans began to entertain a greater liberality of senti- 
ment than they had before adopted, though in many 
places they persevered longer in severe and despotic 
principles than other Protestant churches. Their 
public teachers now enjoy an unbounded liberty of 
dissenting from the decisions of those symbols of 
creeds, which were onc^e deemed almost infallible rules 
of faith and practice, and of declaring their dissent in 
the mamier they judge most expedient. Mosheim 
attributes this change in their sentiments to the 
maxim which they generally adopted, that Chris- 
tians were accountable to God alone for their religious 
opinions; and that no individual could be justly 
punished by the magistrate fat his erroneous notions, 
while he conducted himself like a virtuous and obe- 
dient subject, and made no attempts to disturb the 
peace and order of civil society. 

Lutber^s opinion respecting the sacrament, is 
termed Consrubstanlialum ; and be supposed that the 
partakers of the I^wd's Supper received, along with 
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the bread and wine, the real body and blood of 
Christ. Thia, says Dr. Mosheini, in their judgment 
was a mystery, which they did not pretend to ex- 
plain. But his translator, Dr, Mactfline, justly re- 
marks, " That Luther was Dot so modest as Dr. 
Mosheim here represents him. He pretended to 
explain this doctrine of the real presence, absurd and 
iMjntradictory as it is, and uttered much senselesa 
jargon on the subject. As in a red-hot iron, saJd 
he, two distinct substances, viz. iron and Jire are 
united, so is the body of Christ joined with the 
bread in the ejicharist. I mention this miserable 
comparison to shew into what absurdities the tower* 
ing pride of system will often betray men of d< 
sense and true genius." Evans — Moghetm. 






METHODISTS, CALVINISTIC. SeeWJ 
FIELDITES, 

NEW CONNEXION. 

KILHAMITES. 

■ PRIMITIVE. See R.WTERS. 

PROTESTANT. An obscure and 

insignificant sect of secedere from tlie Wesleyans. 
They separated from the latter society in conae- 
([uence of some minor differences a( Leeds, in the ^^ 
year 1827, and, in al! probability-, will soon be ex^H 

l: ^ 
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METHODISTS, WESLEYAN, See WES- 
LEYANS. 
MORAVIANS or UNITED BRETHREN. 

This body can boast of considerable antiquity. In 
the year 1457 the ancient Bohemian and Moravian 
Brethren separated from those who had seceded 
from popery, and who thought proper to defend 
themselves against the papists, and undertook to 
form for themselves a system of church government 
conformable to their ideas of Scripture meaning. 

Being joined by others from different parts, they 
assumed the title of Unitas Fratrum^ by which 
their descendants still choose to be called, in prefer- 
ence to the more common name, taken from the 
circumstance of their having principally existed in 
Moravia and the neighbouring states. They were 
banished from this country in 1481, and have sub- 
sequently been dispersed throughout various parts 
of Europe. For a very long period their doctrines 
were opposed, and they themselves violently perse- 
cuted, by the unrelenting enmity of the papists. 
When Luther commenced his splendid career of 
reformation he was hailed with sincere delight by 
the Brethren, and a correspondence was established 
both with him and Calvin; but, owing to their strict 
adherence to that form of discipline which they be- 
lieved to be founded on the purest model of the 
apostolic and primitive church, and from its ad- 
mitted inapplicability to the mixed multitudes com- 
posing the Lutheran and Calvinist churches, a cold- 



iieas and eubset|ueiit separation took place, which 
eventually exposed the MoraviaDs to the unre- 
strained malice of their persecutors, by whom their 
ministers and churches were harassed until the year 
1575, when they obtained from the emperor of 
GerraEiny, an edict confirmed and renewed in 
IflOy, protecting them in the public exercise of their 
rehgion. From the year 1631, however, their his- 
tory again becomes one scene of persecution and 
trouble, nor is the picture in any degree reUeved 
until we arrive at the jjeriod of their connexion 
with Count Zinzendorff, a Saxon nobleman of con- 
siderable wealth and eminence, who, about (he 
year 1720, took them under his protection, and 
gave them some land on which they built a village 
called Herrnhut. To this circumstance the term 
Hermhuters, by which they were formerly distin- 
guished, owes its origin. The Augsburg Confession 
of Faith is the only system of doctrine on which the 
Moravians place the least reUance, referring to tlie 
sacred scriptures alone in all cases of doubt or un- 
certainty. The constitution of their church is epis- 
copal ; but thougli they consider episcopal ordina- 
tion a qualification indispensable to Ihe servants of 
the church, in the performance of tlieir respective 
functions, they do not concede to the bishops so 
much authority as is conscientiously given to them 
by other communions. Their church is governed 
by synods, which are generally held every 
years, and are composed of deputies iroin the 
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rious congregations. They also acknowledge the 
jurisdiction of other subordinate bodies, called con- 
ferences. Without the appointment of one of these 
synods or conferences, no bishop can hold any office 
or preside over any congregations. Their presby- 
ters differ from the bishops only in the power of or- 
dination being confined to the latter ; and the dea- 
cons exercise an authority under the presbyters. 
Seniores civiles or lay elders are persons chosen from 
th0 principal members of their church, who are ap- 
pointed to superintend the civil interests and do- 
mestic discipline of the brethren. The female 
members are under the inspection of deaconesses, 
who are admitted in certain cases to the synods, 
but are never permitted to administer the sacraments. 
The Moravians have this peculiarity in their system 
that although in ordinary cases the decision is by 
the majority of votes, yet, when any subject of im- 
portance is in debate, they have recourse to the 
lot, preceded, however, by mature deliberation and 
prayer. 

P. 

PiEDOBAPTISTS. The name not of a distinct 
sect, but indiscriminately applied to all those who 
practise the baptism of infants. 

PAPISTS. The Papists are so denominated from 
their leading tenet, the infallibility and supremacy 
of the Pope (in the Latin Papa^ signifying father,) 
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whicli they strcnuoiialy maintain. By the in/aflS 
Mlity of the Pope, is understood, that the Pope can'^.J 
not err in ecclesiastical matters ; and by hia snpre- 
■ma'y is meant his authority over a!l the churches, 
and BOmetinies over tlie princes of the earth. They 
also profess to believe, 1, In seven sacraments, bap- 
tism, confirmation, the eucharist, penance, extreme 
unction, or the anointing the sick in the prospect of 
death, orders, and matrimony. With respect to the 
Eucharist, or Lord's Supper, they hold the doctrine 
of iransuhstantialion, or that the bread and wine are 
changed into the body and blood of Christ ; the pay- 
ing divine worship to the host, or consecrated wafer, 
and the allowing communion only in one land, viz. 
bread to the laity. 2. In works of supererogation, 
as that the p;ood works of saints are meritorious 
enoug'h to supply the deficiency of others. 3. In 
the celibacy, or single life of the clergy, 4, In the 
use of images and sacred relics. Notwithstanding 
their attempts to deny the charge of worshipping 
images, the fact is too notorious to admit of refuta- 
tion. And, 5. In the celebration of divine service 
in an unknown tongue. Many, however, of the 
adherents to popery, in the present day, reject some 
of the above tenets : and more especially renounc- 
ing the supremacy of the Pope, distinguish them- 
selves by the name of Catholics, and soraetimea of 
Catbohc Dissenters. 

PROTESTANTS. They were so colled be- 
cause, in l.'iflS, they prolexted against a decree of 
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the Emperor Charles the Fifth, and declared, that 
they appealed to a general council. 



Q. 

QUAKERS. The beginning of the seventeenth 
century is known to have been a time of great dis- 
sension in England respecting religion. Many pious 
persons had been dissatisfied with the settlement of 
the Church of England in the reign of Queen Eli- 
zabeth. Various societies of Dissenters had accord- 
ingly arisen ; some of whom evinced their sincerity by 
undergoing grievous sufferings and privations rather 
than give up their pecuKar tenets. But these societies, 
notwithstanding their honest zeal, seemed to have 
stopped short in their progress towards a complete 
reformation; and, degenerating into formality, to 
have left their most enlightened members still to 
lament the want of something more instructive and 
consolatory to the soul, than the most rigorous ob- 
servance of their ordinances had ever produced. 
Thus dissatisfied and disconsolate, they were ready 
to follow any teacher who seemed able to direct 
them to that light and peace of which they felt the 
need. Many such in succession engaged their at- 
tention ; until finding the insufficiency of them all, 
they withdrew fi-om the communion of every visible 
church, and dwelt retired, and attentive to the in- 
ward state of their own minds : often deeply dis- 
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tressed for the want of that true knowledge of God, 
which they saw to be necessary for salvation, and 
for which, according lo their ability, they fervently 
prayed. These sincere breathings of spirit being 
answered by the extension of some degree of hea- 
venly consolation, they became convinced, that as 
the heart of man is the scene of the tempter's 
attacks, it must also be that of the Redeemer's vic- 
tory. With renewed fervency, therefore, they 
sought his appearance in their minds; and thus 
being renewedly furnished with his saving light and 
help, they not only became instructed in the things 
pertaining to their own salvation, but they disco- 
vered many practices in the world, which have a 
shew of religion, to be nevertheless the effect of the 
unsuhjected will of man, and inconsistent with the 
genuine simplicity of the truth. 

Such is their own account; upon the truth or 
falsehood of their reasonings, it is not intended at 
present to offer any remarks. 

George Fox was one of the first of the Friends 
who were imprisoned. He was confined at Not- 
tingham in the year 1649, for having publicly op- 
posed a preacher, who had asserted that the more 
flureword of prophecy, mentioned 2 Pet. i. 19. was 
theScripture; Geor^ Fox declaring that itwasthe 
Holy Spirit : and in the following year, being 
brought before two justices in Derbyshire, one of 
them scoffing at Fox, for having bidden him, 
and those about hiro, tremble at the word of the 
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Lord, gave to his successors the name of Quakers, 
an appellation which soon became and has re- 
mained their most usual denomination ; but they 
themselves adopted, and have transmitted to us, the 
endearing appellation of Friends, A Nummary of 
the History y Doctrines , and Discipline of Friends* 

The following account is abridged chiefly from the 
article Friends, in Mrs. Hannah Adams's View of Re- 
ligions, originally compiled by an intelligent member 
of this society. 

** The appellation of Quakers was given by way of 
contempt: some say on account of the tremblings 
under the impression of divine things which appeared 
in their public assemblies ; but they themselves say it 
was first given them by one of the magistrates who 
conmiitted George Fox to prison, on account of his 
bidding him and those about him to tremble at the word 
of the Lord. Whatever was the origin of the name, 
it became their usual denomination, though they them- 
selves adopted the appellation of Friends. 

** An Act was ma4e in the year 1696 which, with 
a few exceptions, allowed to their aflSbmation the legal 
force of an oath, and provided a less oppressive mode 
for recovering tythes under a certain amount ; which 
provisions, imder the reign of George the Rrst, were 
made perpetual. For refusing to pay tythes, &c. how- 
ever, they are still liable to suffer in the exchequer 
and ecclesiastical courts, both in Great Britain and 
Ireland. 

"1. They believe that God is one, and there is 
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none other beside him -, and that this one God IE 

Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

'■ 2. They believe that Christ is both God and Man 
in wonderfid union; God uncreated, and Man con- 
ceived by the Holy Ghost, and bom of the Virgin 

"3. They believe the Scriptures to be of divine 
authority, given by the inspiration of God through 
holy men ; that they are a declaration of those things 
most surely beliyved by the primitive Clu-iations ; and 
tliat they contain the mind and will of God, and are 
his commands to us ; in that reepcct they are his de- 
claratory word, and therefore are obligatory on us. 
' Nevertheless, (says Penn) because they are only a 
declaration of the fountain, nnd not the fountain itself, 
they are not to be esteemed the principal ground of 
h11 truth and knowledge, nor the primary rule of ftiith 
and manners ; yet, because they are a true and faith- 
ful testimony of the first foundation, they are. and 
may be esteemed a secondary rule, subordinate to the 
Spirit, from whom they have aH their excellence and 
certainty.' 

" They object to callios; the Scriptures the Word 
of God, as being a name applied to Christ, the eternal 
Word, by the sacred writers themselves. 

"4. On the doctrine of original sin, >t appears, from 
the writings of Penn and others, that they liold nearly 
similar opinions to other orthodox Chriiitianii. 

" 5. Respecting the doctrines of sanctijication and 
justification, Penn says, • I shall first speak neguttvely 
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' what we do not own: we cannot believe that Christ 
is the cause but the ^ect of God's love, according to 
the teatimony of the belored disciple : ' God so loved 
the world, that he gare his only begotten Son, that 
whosoever believeth on him should not perish, but have 
everlasting life.' We cannot say the death and suf- 
ferings of Christ were a stricl and rigid satisfaction 
for that eternal death and misery due to man for sin 
and transgression; for sucli a notion were to make 
God's mercy little concerned in man's salvation : and 
OB Christ died for sin, so we must die to sin, or we 
cannot be saved by the death and suiferings of Christ, 
or be thoroughly justified and accepted with God. — 
Now posilivelt/ what we own as to justification; we 
believe that Jesus Christ was our holy sacrifice, atone- 
ment, and propitiation — that he bore our iniquities, 
and that by his stripes we are healed of the wounds 
Adam gave us in his fall — that God ia just in forgiv- 
ing true penitents upon the credit of that holy offering 
Christ made of himself to God for us — that what he 
did and suffered satisfied and pleased God, and wae 
for the sake of fallen man, who had displeased him — 
that through the eternal Spirit, he hath for ever per- 
fected them (in all times) who were sanctified, who 
walked not after the flesh, but after the Spirit. 

" 6. They heUeve that the saving, certain, and ne- 
cessary knowledge of God, can only be acquired by 
the inward, immediate revelation of God's Spirit. 

"7. They say that God hath given to every man 
a measure of the light of hie own Sod, that God by 
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this light invites, calla, and atrives with every man, in 
order to aavB him ; which, as it is received or not re- 
sisted, works the ealTation of all, even of those who 
are ignorant of the death and Bufferings of Christ, and 
of Adam's fall. 

" 8. They say tliat as many as do uot resist this 
light, become holy and spiritual; bringing forth all 
those blessed fi-uits which are acceptable to God : and 
by this holy birth, to wit, Jesus Christ formed within 
us, and working in us, the body of death and sin in 
crucified and removed, and our hearts subjected to the 
truth, 80 as not to obey any of the suggestion 
temptations of the evil one ; but are freed from 
ally transgreBsing the law of God. 

" 9. Being persuaded that man, without the Spi 
of Christ, inwardly revealed, can do nothing to 
glory of God, or towards his own salvation, they 
think this influence especially necessary to the per- 
fonnancc of tlie highest act of which the human mind 
is capable; even the worship of the Father of lights 
and spirits. Therefore they consider as obstructions 
to pure worahip, all forms which divert the attention 
of the mind from the secret influence of this unction 
from the Holy One. Though there be not a word 
spoken, yet is the true spiritual worship perfbrmedj 
and the body of Christ edified. 

" ' It does not follow," says Mr. Clarkson, ' becai 
nothing is said, that God is not worshipped. 
Quakers, on the other hand, contend, that their silt 
meetings form the sublimest part of their worsUi 
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The soul, they say, can have intercourse with God ; 
it can feel refreshment, joy, and comfort in him ; it 
can praise and adore him, and all this, without the 
intervention of a word/ They apprehend it their 
duty to be diligent in assembling themselves together 
for the worship of God ; when such as are duly pre- 
pared, by being gathered into a composed awfiil frame 
of mind, are enabled, under the influence of divine 
grace, to worship in solemn silence; or, if moved 
thereto, to pray or preach as the Spirit giveth them 
utterance. 

*' 10. As by the light, or gift of God, all true 
knowledge in things spiritual is received and revealed, 
so by the same, as it is manifested and received in the 
heart, every true minister of the Gospel is ordained 
and prepared for the work of the ministry ; and by the 
leieiding, moving, and drawing thereof, ought every 
evangelist, and Christian pastor, to be led and ordered 
in his labour and work of the Gospel, both as to the 
place where, the persons to whom, and the time in 
which he is to minister. 

** And as they dare not encourage any ministry but 
that which they believe to spring from the influence of 
the Holy Spirit, so neither dare they attempt to re- 
strain this influence to the male sex alone, or to per- 
sons of any condition in life; but whether male or 
female, whether bond or free, as they are all one in 
Christ, they equally allow such of them as they believe 
to be endued with a right qualification for the ministry 
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their ^fts for the generfil edification of the 

" 11. Baptism, they say, is a pure and spiritual 

thing ; to wit, the baptism of the Spirit and Jire. by 
which we are buried with Christ, that, being washed 
and purged from our sins, we may walk in newness 
of life ; of which the baptism of John was a figure, 
commanded for a time and not to continue for ever. 

" With respect to the other rite, termed the Lord's 
Supper, they believe that the communion of the body 
and blood of Clirist is spiritual, which ta the partici- 
pation of his flesh and blood, and by which the inward 
man ia daily nourished in the hearts of those in whom 
Christ dwells. But this cannot be understood of out- 
ward eating of outward bread : and as by this the soul 
must have fellowship with God, so also, so far as aU 
the saints arc partakers of this one body and one 
blood, they have a joint communion. 

" 12. They believe the resurrection, according to 
the Scripture, not only from sin, but also from death 
and the grave. 

" Oh oaths and lear. — Witli respect to the former of 
these, they abide literally by these words of our Sa- 
viour ; ■ Again, ye have heard that it hath been said 
of them of old time, thou shalt not forswear thyself. 
&c. But I say unto you, swear not at all ; neither 
by heaven, &c,, but let your communication be yea, 
yea, nay, nay: for whatsoever is more than these 
Cometh of evil." As also the words of the Aiwstle 
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James; * But above all things, my brethren, swear 
not;"neither by heaven, neither by the earth, neither 
by any other oath ; but let your yea be yea, and your 
nay nay, lest ye fall into condemnation.' 

** From the same sacred collection of the most ex- 
cellent precepts of moral and religious duty, from the 
example of our Lord himself, and from the correspond- 
ing convictions of his Spirit in their hearts, they are 
confirmed in the belief, that wars and fightings are in 
their origin and effects utterly repugnant to the Spirit 
and doctrine of Christ, who by excellency is called the 
Prince of Peace. 

** They affirm that it is not lawful for Christians 
either to give or receive such flattering titles of honour 
as your Holiness, your Majesty, your Excellency, &c. 
Neither do they think it right to use what are com- 
monly called compliments ; such as your humble ser- 
vant, your most obedient servant, &c. They affirm 
that it is not lawful for Christians to kneel, or pros- 
trate themselves to any man, or to bow the body, or 
to uncover the head to them ; because kneeling, bow- 
ing, and uncovering the head, is the only outward 
signification of our adoration towards God, and, there- 
fore, it is not lawful to give it unto man. They aflmn 
that it is not lawful for Christians to use such super- 
fluities in apparel, as are of no use, save for ornament 
and vanity. That it is not lawful to use games, sports, 
or plays among Christians, under the notion of recre- 
ation, which do not agree with Christian gravity and 
sobriety ; for sporting, gaming, mocking, jesting, vain 
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talking, &c,, are not consonant with Christifui liberty 
nor liarmless mirth. 

" With regard to religious liberty, they hold that 
the rights of canadence are sacred and unalienable, 
subject only to the control of the Deity, who has not 
given authority to any man, or body of men, to com- 
pel another to his or their rehgion. 

" Oh their Church government, or discipline. — To 
effect the salutary purposes of discipline, tliey have 
established monthly, quarterly, and yearly meetings. 
A montlJy meeting is usually composed of several 
particular congregationa, situated within a convenient 
(Ustance from each other. Its business is, to provide 
for tlie subsistence of the poor (for the Friends main- 
tain their own poor) and for the education of their off- 
spring ; to judge of the sincerity and fitness of persons 
appearing to be convinced of their religious principles, 
and desiring to be admitted into membership; to deal 
with disorderly memfaera, and, if irreclaimable, to dis- 
own them. Monthly meetings also grant to such of 
their members as remove into other monthly meetings, 
certificates of their membership and conduct ; without 
which they cannot gain membership in such meetings. 
Each monthly meeting is required to appoint certain 
persons, under the name of overseers, who, when any 
case of complaint, or dieurderly conduct, comes to 
their knowledge, are to see tliat pri\-ate admonition, 
agreeable to the gospel rule. Matt, sviii. 15 — 17. be 
given, previous to its being laid before the monthly 
meeting. All marrit^ea among them arc projiosed to 
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tbwe meelings fur their concurrence, wliich is granted 
if, upon inquiry, tlie iwrties appear clear of other 
engagements respecting marriage, and if they also 
have the consent of their parents or guardians ; with- 
out which concurrence no marriages are allowed : for 
this society has always scrupled to acknowledge the 
exclusive authority of the priestg to marry. Their 
marriages are solemnized in a public meetingfor wor- 
ship ; and tlie monthly meeting keeps a record of them, 
as also of the births and burials of its members. Tliis 
society does not allow its members to sue each other 
at law ; it, therefore, enjoins all to end tlieir differences 
by speedy and impartial arbitration, agreeably to the 
rules laid down ; and if any refuse to act according to 
these rules, they are disowned. Several monthly 
meetings compose a quarterly meeting, to wliich they 
send representatives, who produce, at tlie quarterly 
meetings, written answers from the monthly meetings, 
to certain queries respectingthe conduct of their mem- 
bers, and the meetings' care over them. The accounts 
thus received are digested into one, which is sent, also, 
in the form of answers to queries, by representatives, 
to the yearly meeting. Appeals from the judgment 
of monthly meetings are brought to the quarterly 
meetings, whose business also it is to assist in any 
difficult caRe, or where remissness appears in the care 
of the monthly meetings over the individuals who com- 
pose them. The yeariy meeting baa a general super- 
intendence of the society in the country in which it 
is eBtablished ; and, therefore, as particular exigendea 
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arise, it gives advice, mokes such regulatione as appear 
to be requisite, or excites to the observance of those 
already matte. Appeals from the judgment of quarterly 
meetings are here finally determined, lliere are seven 
yearly meetings, viz. at Londnn, to which come repre- 
sentatives from Ireland, New England, New York, 
Pennsylvania, and New Jersey ; Maryland, Virginia, 
the Caruliuas, and Georgia : and they in general 
maintain a fi-iendly correspondence by epistles with 
each other. Tliere are also monthly, quarterly, and 
yearly meetings of women Friends, held at tlie same 
times and places with the mcn'e meetings, in separate 
apartments, on which devolve those parte of the 
Christian discipline wherein their own sex are more 
peculiarly concerned. Those who believe themselves 
required to speak in meetings for woraiiip. are not 
immediately acknowledged as ministers by Iheir 
monthly meetings ; but time is taken for judgment, 
that the meeting may be satisfied of their call and 
qualification; and in order that those who are in the 
situation of ministers may have the tender sympathy 
and counsel of those of either sex, who, by their expe- 
rience in the work of religion, are qualified for that 
service, the monthly meetings are advised to select 
such under the denomination of elders. Tliese, and 
ministers approved by their monthly meetings, have 
assemblies peculiar to themselves, called meetings of 
ministers and elders, in which they have aa opportu- 
nity of exciting each other to a discharge of t 
respective duties, and of eslendiiig advice to t 
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who may appear to be weak, without any needless 
exposure. Such meetings are generally held in the 
compass of each monthly, quarterly, and yearly meet- 
ing, and are conducted by rules prescribed by the 
yearly meeting, and have no authority to make any 
alteration or addition. The members of them unite 
•with their brethren in the meetings for discipline, and 
are equally accountable to the latter for their conduct. 
No minister is allowed to travel abroad without a cer- 
tificate from the monthly meeting he belongs to, ex- 
pressive of its approbation. This society has also 
meetings for sufferings, which are composed of mem- 
bers chosen by the several quarterly meetings. They 
were originally instituted and thus named in times of 
persecution; and are continued, to superintend the 
general concerns of the society, during the interval of 
the yearly meetings.*' 

The Friends are chiefly to be found in Great Britain 
and Ireland, and in North America. In 1681, King 
Charles the second granted to William Penn, in lieu 
of arrears due to his father. Admiral Penn, a large 
tract of land in North America, since called Pennsyl- 
vania after his name ; and it is remarkable that all the 
settlements of the Europeans in America, except the 
Quaker settlement of Pennsylvania, were made by force 
of arms, with very little regard to any prior title in 
the natives. 
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RANTERS, An obscure sect of Methqdifits, .no- 
torious for their enthusiasm, and sometiioes fan^tti'^ 
cism. They are very fluctuating in their niunh^rs 
and influence, and seldom succeed in forming any 
permanent churches or societies. Many of their 
principal orators are women. They profess to hold 
the doctrines of the Wesleyans, but these they mis- 
state and misapply. 



SABBATARIANS, are a body of Christians 
who keep the seventh day as the Sahbath, and are to 
be found principally, if not wholly, among the Bap- 
tists. Evans. ; . , 

SANDEMANIANS. A modern sect that origi- 
nated in Scotland about the year 1728. Soon aftec, 
Mr. Robert Sandeman, from whom the sect derived 
its name, attempted to prove, that faith is neithetr 
more nor less than a simple assent to the divine tes- 
timony concerning Jesus Christ, delivered for, the 
oflences of men, and raised again for their jutHifiea-* 
tion, as recorded in the New Testament. He abo 
maintained that the word faith or belief, is cod*. 
stantly used by the apostles to signify what is; de^ 
noted by it in common discourse, viz. a persua8i9n 
of tjlje. truth of any proposition,, and that there id oa 
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difference between believing any common testimony 
and believing the apostolic testimony, except that 
which results from the testimony itself, and the di- 
vine- fcuthority 0^ which it rests. This led the way 
tof'tt'ttbntroversy among those who are called Cal- 
viiiiste,' concerning the nature of justifying faith, and 
^06&:who adopted Mr. Sandeman's notion of it; 
sstid Aey who are denominated Sandemanians, 
fc^rmed themselves into church order, in strict fel- 
lowship with the churches of Scotland, but holding 
no kind of communion with other churches. Mr. 
Sandeman died in 1772, in America. 

The chief opinion and practices in which this sect 
differs from other Christians, are their weekly ad- 
inimstra;tion-of the Lord's Supper; their love-feasts, 
of wlai6h every member is not only allowed, but re- 
qumredto partake, and which consist of their dining 
together at each other's houses in the interval be- 
tvceen the morning and afternoon service ; their. 
Kissl of charity used on this occasion, at the admis- 
^on of a new member, and at other times when 
they deem it necessary and proper ; their weekly 
collection before the Lord's Supper, for the support 
of the poor and defraying other expenses ; mutual 
exh<!>i*tation ; abstinence from blood and things 
strangled; washing each other's feet, when, as a 
deed of mercy, it might be an expression of love ; 
th^ precept concerning which, as well as other pre- 
cepts, they understand literally — community of 
goods, so fkr as that every one is to consider all that 
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lielias in his poeatBsiori and power liablo to th<i colli 
oftiicpoOi* and ihe church; and Ae unlSwfulnCes 
6f laiymg uj) treasurea upon earth, by setting theid 
ftpartforany distant, future, or uncertain use. They 
allow of public and private diversions ao far as they 
are Hot connected with drcmnatancea really sinful ; 
bnt apprehending a lot to be sacred, disapprove of 
lotteries, playing at cards, dice, &c. 

They maintain a plurality of elders, pastors, or 
bishops, in each church, and the necessity rf th« 
presence of two elders in every act of discipline, and 
lit the administration of the Lord's Supper. 

In the choice of these elders, want oflearning and 
engagement in trade ore no sufficient objections, if 
(jualified according to the instrucliona given to 
Timothy and Titus ; but second marriages disqna- 
lity for the office. The persons chosen are ordained 
by prayer and fasting, imposition of hands, and 
giving the right hand of tellowship. 

Tn their discipline they are strict and severe, an4 
ihink tliemeelvea obliged to separate from the com- 
munion and worship of all such religious societies, 
as ajipear to them not to profess the simple truth Km* 
their only ground of hope, and who do not walk in 
obedience to it. Evans, . ■ ■ 

SECEDERS. A numeroussect of Presbyterians 
in Scotland, who have withdrawn from tlie conuuu- 
nicHi of the EiStablished Church. Thesj fouttder, 
Brskinp, wfu a man of considerable eloquence aud 
piely. TlutSecedurG'n-ure ibrokorly subdiviilcd iatfi 
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Burghers and Anti-burghers, in reference to the law- 
fulness of the Burgess oath; but in 1820 the two 
bodies were re-joined under the name of the United 
Secession Church, comprising about 420 pastors and 
licensed teachers. 

SOCINIANS. The followers of Faustus Soci- 
nus, the younger, who died in Poland in 1604. He 
was descended from a noble Tuscan family ; and 
having learnt some peculiar notions from his uncle 
Leelius, he spent his whole time in studying them, 
with reference to their dissemination. For this pur- 
pose he settled in Poland. His theological investi- 
gations were all conducted upon the principle that 
there ought not to be any mystery in revelation, but 
that all its doctrines and declarations should be ex- 
plained by the test of reason. Hence, he taught the 
unity of God in its strictest sense ; and denied the 
divinity of the Holy Ghost and the Word, consider- 
ing them merely as attributes of the supreme being. 
He said that Christ was a man peculiarly honoured 
by the Almighty, having been born through the ope- 
ration of His spirit ; and that he was so highly ex- 
alted in consequence of his office, as the Saviour of 
the world, that he might be styled the Son of God, 
and ought to be worshipped. In order to meet those 
texts of Scripture which seemed opposed to his 
opinions, he assumed that our Saviour was received 
into the celestial regions previously to the commence- 
ment of his ministry, and that there he was favoured 
with a knowledge of those truths, which God had 
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commissioned him to reveal. Socirianisni dSITere 
but little either in its principles or tendency i'rom 
Unitarian ism. It is perhaps less blasphemous, but 
on the other haod it is less uonaiatent. See UNI- 
TARIANS. 

SUBLAPSARIAN8 and SUPRALAPSA- 
RIANS. The Suprahpmrian and Siihlap»arian 
schemes agree in asserting the doctrine of predesti- 
nation, but with this difference, that the former sup- 
poses that God intended to glorify his justice in the 
crtudenioation of some, as well aa his mercy in the 
salvation of others, and for that purpose decreed that 
jidam should necessarily fall, and by that fall bring 
himself and all his oifspring into a state of everlast- 
ing condemnation ; the latter scheme supposes that 
the decree of predestination regards man as fallen 
by an abuse of that freedom which Adam had, into 
a state in which all were to be left to netvessary and 
unavoidable niin, who were not exempted from it 
by predestination. Doddridge. 
' SWEDENBORGIANS are the followers rf 
Emanuel Swedenborg, a Swedish nobleman, who 
died in London, in 1772. He professed himself to be 
thefounder("underthe Lord")ofthe A'ea; JeriMo/em 
Church, alluding to the New Jerusalem spoken of 
in the Book of the Revelation of St. John. His tenets 
although peculiarly distinct from every other eystem 
of divinity in Christendom, arc nevertheless proTee- 
sedly drawn from the Holy Scriptuivs, and supported 
by (juolations from tliem- He asserts, thai in the year 
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1743, " the Lord*' manifested himself to him in a per- 
sonal appearance ; and at the same time opened his 
spiritual eyes, so that he was enabled constantly to 
see and converse with spirits and angels. 

He now began to print and publish various won- 
derful things, which, he says, were revealed to hira, 
relating to heaven and hell, the state of men after 
death, the worship of God, the spiritual sense of the 
Scriptures, the various earths in the universe, and 
their inhabitants, with many other extraordinary 
particulars, the knowledge of which was, perhaps, 
never pretended to by any other writer, before or 
since his time. Baron Swedenborg, in his treatise 
concerning ^^ Heaven and Hetty' and of the wonderful 
things therein, as heard and seen by him, makes the 
following declaration : " As ofl«n as I conversed 
with angels face to face, it was in their habitations, 
which are like to our houses on earth, but far more 
beautiful and magnificent, having rooms, chambers, 
and apartments in great variety, as also spacious 
courts belonging to them, together with gardens, 
' parterres of flowers, fields, &c. where the angels are 
formed into societies. They dwell in contiguous 
habitations, disposed after the manner of our cities, 
in streets, walks, and squares. I have had the pri- 
vilege to walk through them, to examine all around 
about me, and to enter their houses, and this when 
I was fully awake, having my inward eyes opened." 
A similar description is given of heaven itself, but 
the reader is referred to the treatise whence this cu- 
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nous extract is taken. He denies a Trinity of per- 
sons in the Godhead, but contends for a divine 
Trinity in the single person of Jesus Christ alone, 
consisting of a Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, just 
like the human trinity in every individual man, of 
soul, body, and proceeding operation : and he as- 
serts, that as the latter trinity constitutes one man, 
so the former Trinity constitutes one Jehovah God, 
who is at once the Creator, Redeemer, and Regene- 
rator. On this and other subjects, Dr. Priestley 
addressed letters to the members of the New Jertt^ 
salem Churchy to which several replies were made, 
and particularly one by Mr. R. Hindmarsh, a 
printer. 

Baron Swedenborg further maintains, that the 
sacred Scripture contains three distinct senses, called 
celestial, spiritiml, and natural, which are united by 
correspondences ; and that in each sense it is divine 
truth, accommodated respectively to the angels of 
the three heavens, and also to men on earth. This 
science of correspondences (it is said) had been lost 
for some thousands of years, viz. ever since the time 
of Job, but is now revived by Emanuel Swedenborg, 
who uses it as a key to the spiritual or internal 
sense of the sacred Scripture, every page of which, 
he says, is written by correspondences, that is, by 
such things in the natural world as correspond unto 
and signify things in the spiritual world. He de- 
nies the doctrine of vicarious sacrifice, together with 
the doctrines of predestination, unconditional elec- 



" ti(w, JMstificatiori by faith H^one, the resnrrectioniof- 
tb^Hoaterial /body, &c. and in opposUbu to these, 
h^.m^ntaui^ that mian ia possessed. of free-will in- 
apui^M^. things; that salvation is not attainable with- 
out repentaBce, that is, abstaioing from evils ba-r 
cause they are sins against God, and living a life of. 
clw'ity and laith, according to the commandments ;. 
titat man, immediately on his decease, rises again 
in a Gpiritaal body, which was inclosed in his ma- 
terial body, and that in this spiritual body he lives 
as a man to eternity, eitiier in heaven or hell, ac- 
cording to the quality of his past Ufe. 

It.iis further maintained by Baron Swedenborg, 
and his followers, that all those passages in the sa- 
cred Scripture, generally supposed to signify the 
deetrucldonof theworld by fire, &c, commonly called 
the last judgment, must be understood according to 
the above-mentioned science of correspondences, 
which teaches, that by the end of the world, or con- 
smmnation of the age, is not signified the destruction 
of llie world, but the destruction or end of the pre- 
seat Christian church, both among Roman Catho-. 
lies and Protostanta of every descriptioo or deno- 
roination ; and that the last judgment actually took 
place in the spiritual w^orld in iJie year 1757 ; from 
which cera ia dated the second advent of the Lord,, 
ai)d the commencement of a new Christian church, 
wbichj they say, is meant by the new heaven 
new earth in the Revelation, and the New Jeru- 
sajofl, thence, tlp^cen^Ung!,,, Such, are the , pripcip(il 
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points of this insane beam/, ^e /SwedefA)orgian&, 
happily, are by no means numerous. Evans. '» > 

u. ■ •'• 

• 

UNITARIANS. A modem sect, who JbeUeve 
that God subsists in one person only; and that 
Christ was a mere man. While, however, tbej 
deny the divinity of our Saviour, they consider that 
he was employed as an instrument in the hands of 
God in reversing the effects of the fiEdl ; as the object 
of all the prophecies from Moses to his own time, 
and as the great bond of union to virtuous and^good 
men. The Unitarians deny the impeccability of 
Christ, his miraculous conception, and his infalli- 
bility. Hence, they say that he ought not 4a receive 
worship as God . Those passages of Scripture which; 
say that Christ '^ knew no sin,*' they exiplain lij^ 
others, such as 1 John, iii. 9. The following atei 
the chief passages which refute their blaspheinous 
denial of Christ's divini^ : John i. I. y. 23. Xi<30. 
Acts XX. 28. Rom. ix. 5. Titus ii. 13. I John ii; 
23. iii. 16. V. 20. 2 John 9. Rev. i. 8. xix. 16* 
His pre-existence may be proved by a reference to 
John i. 14. viii. 58. Rom. i. 3, 4. viii. 3, ix. 5j 
Philip, ii. 7. 1 Tim. iii. 16. His rairaoulouS' con- 
ception is clearly stated in the following! texts : 
Isa. vii. 14. Matt. i. 18, 20. Lukei. 31, 85. The! 
Unitarians especially deny the atonement of Christ, 
tl^ough it is distinctly stated in numberless passages,- 
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3U0h'iis-Mflttti>(xx;'!2B. ]Vlark:ix*-<45. Afct&xx'. 28. 
Rom. iiii 2S. ivi '2^J'V. 6i»:Heb. ix. 12,, •!€(«•. 
V. 7. vi. 20. vii. 23. xv. 17. Gal. iii. 13. 1 Pet. 
ii. 24. iii. 18. 1 John ii. 2^ iv. 10. Rev. i. 5. v. 9. 
Some Unitarians conjecture, that before Christ en- 
tered npott his public ministry, he was caught up to 
heaven, that he might receive proper instruction to 
qualify him. This doctrine may be disproved by 
Luke= ii. 47. Ephes. iv. 9. Coloss. ii. 3. So they 
assert tfeat Christ did not rise from the grave by his 
own powfer ; but how will they explain away the 
following texts : John ii. 19. v. 21. Rev. i. 18. If 
^ley.s&y that he is not a proper object of worship, 
we refer) them to John v. 23. Roih. viii. 34. x. 13. 
1 eW. i; 2. Heb. vii. 25. They deny the ditiirity 
and personality of the Holy Ghost ; but the follbW- 
ing passages, if they have any meaning at all, dis- 
tinctly intimate the contrary doctrine : Matt, xxviii. 
19. John xiv: 26. xv. 26. xvi. 7. Acts v. 3. Rom^. 
vm..26. ,1 Cor. ii. 10, 12. 2 Cor. xiii. 14. Ephes. 
i>^i'30. 'They deny the existence of angels, of Sa- 
tan, and t>f evil spirits ; on these subjects the sub^ 
sequent 'texts speak clearly and decisively : Matt. 
xiii;»89. 3ixv. 41. Luke ii. 13, 14. x. 17. xxii. 31v 
JohnviS. 44. xiii. 2. Acts xiii. 10. xxvi. 18. Rom.' 
xviv^Q; 1 Cor. v. 5. vii. 5. 2 Cor. ii. 11. xi. 14.' 
xii;' 7;' Bphes. iv. 27. vi. 11. 1 Thess. ii. 18. 2-. 
Thdss. uV^. ' 1 Tim. i. 20. iii. 6, 7. r. 15. 2 Tiifr.' 
ii. ^i Heb; ii. 14. xii; 22. James i^r. 7. 1 Ptet. t. 
8.' « Pet. ir. 4. Jitde 6; ATI thai: they bbject ia ihb 
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]i1enary inspiration of scripture may be met by Matt. 
V. !8. John xvu. 7, 8. 2 Tim.iii. Iti. 2 Pet. i. 211, 
21. Their objections to the separate existence of 
the soul are refuted in Luke xxiii. 43. Aclsvii. 59. 
2 Cor. V, !. Like the Univerealists, they deny that 
punishment will be everlasting ; but in confirmation 
of the orthodox notion on this point, we may bring 
forward Matt, xxv. 46. Mark ix. 44. Rev.xiv.JO, 
II, These arc the chief heads of their blasphemous 
heresy, which differs from socivianism in being, 
|ierhaps, more nicked, though more consistent, 
Socinus and hia followers contend that Christ, 
though a mere man, ought to be worshipped, and 
uphold the plenary inspiration of Holy Scripture. 
The modern Unitarians deny both these doctrines. 
Their cavils against the latter involve the tacit ad- 
mission, that Holy Scripture condemns their heresy. 
It is a cheering fact, that, in this country, the Uni' 
tarians are not imineroua. 

UNITED BRETHREN. See MORAVIANS. 

UNITED .SECESSION CHURCH. SeeSE- 
CEDERS. 

UNIVERSALISTS thus reason : '■ The Ar- 
minian jiroves from Scripture, that God b love; 
that he is good to all ; that his tender luercy is over 
all his works; that he gave his Son for the world; 
that Christ died i'or the world — even for the whole 
world ; and that God will have all men to be saved. 

" The Calviniat proves also from Scripture, that 
God is without variablenesa or shadow of turning ; 
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that his love, like himself, alters not ; that the death 
of Christ will be efficacious towards all for whom it 
was intended ; that God will perform all his plea- 
sure, and that his counsel shall stand. The union 
of these scriptural principles is the final restoration 
of all men. 

" Taking the principles of the Calvinists and 
Arminians separately, we find the former teaching, 
or at least inferring, that God doth not love all ; but 
that he made the greater part of men to be endless 
monuments of his wrath : — the latter declaring the 
love of God to all, but admitting his final failure of 
restoring the greater part. The God of the former 
is great in power and wisdom, but deficient in good- 
ness, and capricious in his conduct — ^who that views 
such a character can sincerely love it ? The God of 
the latter is exceedingly good, but deficient in power 
and wisdom — who can trust such a being? If, there- 
fore, both Calvinists and Arminians love and trust 
the Deity, it is not under the character which their 
several systems ascribe to him, but they are con- 
strained to hide the imperfections which their views 
cast upon him, and boast of a God, whose highest 
glory their several schemes will not admit/' 

The Universalists teach the doctrine of election, 
but not in the exclusive Calvinistic sense of it : they 
suppose that God has chosen some for the good of 
all ; and that his final purpose towards all is inti- 
mated by his calling his elect the first born and the 
first fruits of his creatures, which, say they, implies 

M 



' nttiPi 



ONI 

other branches of his family, and a future irt-gafllA-" 
ing of t!ie haxvest of mankind. 

They teach also that the righteoiia shall have pdft' 
in the lirat resiurection, shall be blessed and happy, 
and be made priests and kings to God and to Chiiat 
in the millenial kingdom, and that over them the 
second death ehali have no power ; that the wicked 
will receive a punishment apportioned to their 
crimes; thatpunishmentitself is a mediatorial work, 
and founded upon mercy; consequently, that itis a 
means of humhhng, subduing, and, finally, reconcal- 
ing the sinner to God. 

They add, that the words rendered ererlastinj, 
eternal, for ever, and/OT eirer and ever, in the scrip- 
tures, are frequently used to express the duration of 
things that have ended, or must end; and if, itis 
contended that these words are sometimes used to 
express proper eterniiy, they answer, that then the 
gubJecC with which the words are connected, must 
determine the sense of them ; and as there is nothing 
in the nature of future punishment which can be 
rendered as a reason why it should be endless, they 
infer that the above words ought alwaj-B to be taken 
in a limited sense, when connected with the inflictioa 
of misery, ' 

The Uiiiversalists have to contend, on tiie one 
hand, with such as hold the eternity of future misery; 
«nd on the other, with those who teach that detrac- 
tion or extinction of being will be the final state of 
the -wicked. Jn answer to the InHer, they say. 
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*f jtjiat.J^efore we admit that God is under the neces- 
sity of striking any of his rational creatures out of 
Ijjf mgj, ;j^e pjiight to pause and inquire — 

^f * WjhjQtJi^r such an act is consistent with the 
s^^tur^l character of the Deity, as possessed of all 
p9fi(si^^l^:wi3domy goodness, and power? 
,.,y. Whether it would not contradict many parts of 
Sp^pture ; such, for instance, as speak of the resti- 
tvition of all things — the gathering together of all 
thiwgis in Christ — the reconciliation of all things to 
the Father, by the blood of the cross — the destruc- 
tion of death, &c/' These texts, they think, are 
oj^posed equally to endless misery, and to final de- 
stfpctiojp^* Then they enquire, 
5 . " Whether those who will be finally destroyed, 
^ejBOt in a worse state through the mediation of 
C)hp/g^: than they would have been without it? 
X)^ question is founded on a position of the friends 
of destruction, viz. that extinction of being, without 
a resjuirection, would have been the only punish- 
i^nt.of sin, if Christ had not become the resurrec- 
tion and the life to men. Consequently, the resur- 
rection and future punishment spring from the sys- 
tem of mediation : but, they ask, is the justification 
4jo life, which came upon all men in Christ Jesus, 
nothing more than a resurrection to endless death to 
mill^ps? 

*f Whether the word destruction will warrant such 
a conclusion ? It is evident that destruction is often 
used in Scripture to signify a cessation of present 
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existence only, witTioat ii'ny 'ddntraflicti^' bf^'tlle' 
jjromises lliat relate to ^future universal 'resiiirec- 
tion. The UriivcrsBlisls thitik, therefore; that th*y 
ought to admit an universal restoration of men.not- 
withstancling the future destniction which is threat- 
ened to sinners: becaoae, say they, the Scrlptotie 
tea<;hes both." Erana, ^e. '^ 

WESLEYANS, or WESLEYAN METHO- 
DISTS derive thdr name from their founders, 
the Rev, John and Charles Wesley, the second and 
third sons of Samuel Wesley, Rector of Epworth, 
in Lincoln, Their father aa well as bia wife, Susawna, 
daughter of Dr. Annesley, was descended' from 
pious non -conforming parents ; but at aji early age 
both renounced dissent and joined the Established 
Church. John was bom in 1703 ; and, after atudy- 
'ing for a few years at the Charterhouse, was elected 
to Christ Church, Oxford, where he was soon highly 
distinguished for his classical taste and acquiremenlB. 
Charles was five years younger than John. He 
was educated at Westminster School under iliis 
brother Samuel, and elected to Christ Churchiih 
1727. 

'About 1730,Mr. J. Wesley, then Fellowwf Li 
t^tiWege, his brother Charles, and one or two other 
students of tlie University, begun 1o meettwread 
the Orcek Testament, to which they ELfWrwards 
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added other books of a religious nature. From this 
they proceeded, with the concurrence of their 
friends, and under sanction of the proper authorities, 
to visit the sick in the city and the prisoners in the 
castle. In the course of a few years they were 
joined by several others, making their number four- 
teen; and especially by George Whitfield, after- 
wards so celebrated, at that time only eighteeik 
They were ridiculed by their fellow students, who 
tauntingly styled them the « Holy Club" and "Me- 
thodists," from the regular manner in which they 
arranged the employment of their time. 

In 1735, the Wesleys and two others went to 
Georgia as colonial chaplains, with the hope of ulti- 
mately introducing Christianity among the Indians. 
On the passage and in Georgia they met with some 
pious Moravians ; and John Wesley was particu- 
larly impressed with their peculiar doctrines of jus- 
tification by faith alone, accompanied by conscious 
pardon of sin, and peace with God. Not finding any 
encouragement in Georgia for their favourite scheme, 
and being greatly opposed on account of their strict 
lives and ministry, they returned to England. Here 
Mr. John Wesley became strengthened in the opinions 
he had first learned from the Moravians, and began 
zealously to preach them throughout England and 
Wales, in churches, private rooms, and even in the 
open air; a labour in which his brother Charles 
warmly cooperated with him. Multitudes flocked 
to hear them, and in spite of persecution, embraced 

Md 
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llieir doctrine*. Many of these had been the most" 
Ijrofligate and wicked men of tbe age; but they 
completely altered their lives, acd became remark- 
able lor their piety and eonsiatency. Ui)on 
occasion, when Mr. Wesley was in London, a 
persons came to liim and expressed a wish to havA' 
some conversation with him reapecting religions 
subjects ; and he appointed an inteniew with them. 
Several others accompanied them upon this occa- 
sion. Their numbers rapidly increased, and upon 
his leaving London he advised them to meet and 
(wnverse together for mutual instruction. Thus 
arose the first Wesleyan Methodist Socie^. Simi- 
lar associati ons were soon formed throughoutEagl and, 
Scotland, Ireland, and Wales ; so that at the time 
of Mr. Wesley's death the connexion formed 
him and his coadjutors numbered eighty thousc 
members. 

Since the death of Mr. Wesley, though small 
parties have separated from them at different times, 
yet the Wesleyane have steadily increased. The 
numbers in connexion with the English conference 
at tlieir last meeting in 1834 were 380,800 ; besides 
which the Methodist Episcopal Church of America 
contains f)l!),700; making a total of more than a 
million of persons in communion with them, besides 
stated hearers and 3770 ministers employed in 
their instruction. 

The internal economy of tlie Wesleyans I 
stranger may seem "complicated; because it" 
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been formed and modified as circumstances ap- 
peared to require. Being thus arranged for actual 
service, the want of order and symmetry which its 
statute book presents is thought by the Wesleyans 
to be compensated by the practical utility of the 
system, and its freedom from all superfluous machi- 
nery. 

Supreme power is lodged in the Conference, % 
body of one hundred of the senior Ministers, and 
constituted a legal assembly by a deed, which was 
executed by Mr. Wesley a short time before his 
death, and registered in Chancery. They hold 
their meeting every year in July or August, to re- 
appoint the preachers, examine into their conduct 
and characters ; ordain new ones ; inquire into the 
state and settle the accounts of their several funds ; 
and pass such laws and make such arrangements 
as may be necessary for the ensuing year. To these 
meetings they also admit such of the other preachers 
as can conveniently be spared from their pastoral 
duties. 

To supply the place of the executive during the 
intervals of these meetings, the country is divided 
into a certain number of districts ; the preachers of 
which form a body, having the power of enforcing 
on themselves the observance of the laws of confer- 
ence : they also examine candidates for tlie minis- 
try and possess other important prerogatives. 
There is also another meeting of the district, in 
which the lay officers, such as persons called Lead- 
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ers, and Stewards, and the Trustee? of the Chapek 
have a voice; but this is more particularly con- 
vened for secular purposes, or when the laity think 
fit, under certain regulations of Conference, to inter- 
fere in ecclesiastical affairs. 

Each district is again subdivided into ten or 
twenty circuits, severally containing a number of 
congregations; and to each circuit are appointed, 
for one year only, by the conference, two or three 
or more preachers to officiate at the different chapels 
in rotation : but their appointment may be conti- 
nued to the second and third year if the people and 
ministers desire it. The Senior preacher in the cir- 
cuit is the Superintendent, who, in addition to pas- 
toral duties, exercises also the functions of a bishop. 
As there are generally more chapels to be supplied 
than regularly ordained ministers to officiate, the 
Superintendent has power to appoint persons termed 
<^ Local Preachers,'* fi:om the laity of his circuit. 
These are quite subordinate agents, and do not ad- 
minister the sacraments. 

The " Society" of each congregation (for all the 
congregation are not necessarily Methodists) con- 
sists of a number of " classes," each composed of 
ten, twenty, or thirty persons with a " Leader" at 
their head, who is generally a staid and sober per- 
son, whose duty it is to lead on his members in 
Christian instruction. In order to this he meets 
them once a week, when they state their views 
upon religion and receive such advice, and encou- 
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Wecfk, oi< ^ ti6 f|ddfl»ei' mem/ to > <th«B Isiq^port t df^ tbor 

devolves on the Society only ^»afad:thetekd»8 HHeet 
mc^n w^^ky iriih the ofi&ciatifng^^ ii^biktei% find^dhe 
Btewsirdsof the Chapelyin order to give an aecoavtt 
of lliidBpirituaL state of th^ classes; io obtranre^ 
Ittff for their poorer members, and to pay the mon«y^ 
ttofijf*av« received, to the " Stewards," whose fwre 
ttdahur officers to take charge of the temporal intent 
eadi df the chiU-ch. Once every qiaaarter the mioisx 
tei^j^^et all ithe> classes, to inquire into their dsphcb 
tctai <dot]ditionf to advise them, ^ndarteeiVe'tiicnr 
t^jekbtd ;i'^hen also a collection is- made for tb^* damd 
^^fli^pO^ ^ the weekly oontribution^. < i After r^ls 
^lAaw&m^bi the- classes^ all the leaders/ stewaards 
'^in&yfe^h&mof the circuit, hold thei* «*quart^r*^ 
^6^»ti>{ig^' io'settJe the' circuit accmiAts? tb petitioh 
tb^ hotkfyfehte £br such ministers as thejr wkh^ affi 
for other general business. - • 1 1 ? •/; 7 , , 1 1 i m 

jdrJbfeKWesleyans are strenuous and* liberal iiup- 
jwters of many charitable institutioD3.>'^To'^^ac'h 
i(n-ib(np^^uhapel there are generally) attached Stub- 
i^yJ'Sohools;^ Missionary Tract, and 'Stmtigers' 
fVijeftt^^So^etie^;' ^ported by public boHect&idte 
»ttid:i^^Mfery:feufe8cfiption8. vo . */ ,ii0'5 

^^'^'M tf^W«<the'We&leyads are sometimesp^iov^b 
iM{$ilD{^iy, t^iM^leed. with' the^ p^testaoit dissentiMtd. 
Ad'm«ihbers'of4ftiig tftate, theyisre'lsoni^ciHmhm^n, 



and they still, to a certaJa extent, belong to the Eb- 
tablished Church, Tfaey hold. her articles, adopt 
her liturgy, and do not think her govemmcut any 
sin against the supremacy of Christ, a doctrine stre- 
nuously upheld by the strict diesenters, Thty' have 
also another peculiar cutttom, which is preserved, by 
none but the Moravlana, the Syrian church aoA 
themselves; naniely, the "feaat of charity," On 
this festival they asseinble id their respective ch^>elSf 
and, aller having eaten bread together in token of 
Christiao fellowship, they are addressed by their 
ministers and other raembers of tlie " Society." , 

As already stated, they adopt the chief part, of 
the Church Liturgy; and they administer the sacEftr 
menta of baptism and the Lord's Supper, more oP 
leas according to the forme of the Common Prayer 
Book. In fact, there is no port of the Church, or 
her ritual to which they object. > 

They believe, then, that every man, being born 
into the world in a state of original sin, all hid ac' 
tions are sinful, and that all works done before jua- 
tification "have the nature of sin," and, tiierefore, 
cannot " make men meet to receive grace;" that, 
consequently, justification is by faith alone; and>ae' 
sftja Mr. Wesley, " not only without faith we cait. 
T\Qt be justified, but also as soon Ha any one has true 
faith, in that moment he is jitstiiied." " Justifying 
f^th," continues Mr. Wesley, " implies not only a 
divine evidence, or conviction that God was in 
Christ reconciling the world unto himself, but a full 



relfeinde oh the merits'of hiis deaHf; A^utie cohflderibe 
tfc(ttt>'Cbfist d!ed» for wy sirls.^' Th^b^lievt t^at 
fiidth is tlw gift <rf* GOd^ €t» rep^htahce, Which is cdii- 
vtetkm'of sin, is tti6 work of the Hoiy'Spirit ; that 
repentance and " wiorks meet for repenttitace/' must 
j<re(Jede justitying faitb, but that faith alone te the 
irmnedifate condition of forgiveness. They also be- 
lieve and teach that the spirit of God bears direct 
inward testimony to the consciences of believers of 
their acceptance with God : and that, consequently, 
all true disciples of Christ may live in constant as- 
surance that their sins are pardoned. The nature 
of this testimony Mr. Wesley thus defines : it is " an 
inward impression on the soul, whereby the Spirit 
of God immediately and directly witnesses with my 
spirit that / am a child of God." 

With regard to the much disputed point of pre- 
destination and election, they firmly believe that 
Christ died for all mankind, but that yet all niight 
be finally and eternally lost. They assert that i^e- 
sistible grace is a term and a tenet unwarranted by 
Scripture, being Arminians in every sense of the 
word. They hold that doctrine which they con- 
tend the framers of the communion service held, 
who ptay that we may ^^ perfectly love** God' " ahd' 
worthily magnify his holy name." A methodlst 
beliefves, <is he states his doctrine, that he md;y ac- 
tually «lov#the. Lord his God with uWTtiis heArfJ* 
and^ith all hi^ i*)ul, and with all his liiind,^ anA 
that hd may b<^'»bl^hsed from tilHJltHlhess 'o!f 'fte^ 
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flesh and spirit, perfecting lioliiiess in the fear of 
God ;" in other words, that he may, through " the 
virtue of Christ's blood and the operation of the 
Holy Spirit," be cleansed " from all Bin," and his 
nature made as pure, though not so physi<^ally per- 
fect, as when it first came out of the hand of its 
Creator. Nor does he look forward to death for 
the accomplishment of this work, but believes it 
may be completed at any period of life. On the 
doctrine in question they lay much stress; but their 
peculiarity consisia chiefly in their use of certain 
words. 

Such then is the outhae of the rise, progress, 
character, and doctriuea of the sect of Wesleyan 
Methodists ; a body of Christians about whom Dr. 
Paley has remarked, "that the life of the primitive 
church was probably not unlike theirs." 

WHITFIELDITES. The followers of the ce- 
lebrated orator, Whitfield, who aeparaled from the 
Arminian Methodists with Mm. They stiU form a 
numerous body, and possess very considerable in- 
fluence in Wales, chiefly differing from the Wes- 
leyans in the doctrine of election. They have a 
Conference like the Wesleyau connexion, and a 
college at Cheshunt. This denomination is some- 
times distinguished as the Countess of Huntingdon's 
connexion, on account of the assistance it received 
from that Lady. 
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Jesus Christ born, four years before the common 

sera • • • i 

The end of the Passover 
Christ disputes with the doctors 

is baptized and begins his ministry 

is crucified 

Stephen is stoned 

Paul is converted and commences his ministry 

St Matthew's Gospel 

The conversion of the centurion, Cornelius 

The name of " Christian*' first given 

Herod Agrippa, king of Palestine 

St. Peter comes to Rome 

St. James is put to death 

St. Mark goes into Egypt 

Council of the Apostles at Jerusalem 

St. Paul shipwrecked 

St. Luke's Gospel 

First persecution of Nero 

St. Mark's Gospel 

Vespasian is sent to the Jewish War 

Titus destroys Jerusfilem 

Palestine finally conquered 

Linus, bishop of RoQie 
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Cerinthus, Nicolaus and Ebioii, heretics 
AnaclelUB, bUliop of Rome 
The second Persecution at Rome 
St. John banished to Patoios 

writes his Gospel 

Ignatius martyred (Trajan's Persecntioa) 

Alexander, bishop of Rome 

Siitus ..... 

Fourth Persecution 

Justio martyred .... 

Theophilus, biahopofAntioch 

TatianatRome .... 

Moutanua, heretic 

Athcnagoras writes his Apologj' 

Irenxus, bishop of Lyons 

Panlwnus sent to the Indians 

Clement of Alexandria, rnasterof the catechetical 

school ..... 
Theodotus and Arteuion, heretics 
Various councils concerning the Pascba 
Praxcas, heretic .... 
Victor, bishop of Rome, dies 
Fifth Persecution rages in Egypt 
Leonidaa, father of Origen, and Ireiiceus, martyred 
Origen, aged 19, master of the catechetical school 
Tertullian becomes a Montaoist 
Noetua, licretic .... 
Origen converts Gregory and his brother 
us. the Eclectic, at Alexandria . 
Photinus comes to Rome, where he residi 

years until his death 
Babylas, bishop of Antiocb, martyred 
Origen din . . < 
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A. D. 

Fjbtinus writes hia first works • - . 253 
Sabellius, heretic . • . .. 255 
Paul us, bishop of Antioch . . . 260 
Pionysius of Alexandria, falsely accused of He- 
terodoxy ..... 261 

First council of Antioch agaii»t Baulus . 264 

Paulus dispossessed by interposition of Aurelian 279 

Controversy between Manichseus and Archelaus 277 

Hosius, bishop of Corduba • . 295 
Eusebius, aged 43, writes, with Pamphilas^ bis 

.Apology for Origen .... 307 

Lucian martyred . . - -SIB 

Anus raised to the priesthood . . . ib; 

Edict of Milan . . . . ^fi^ 

Arius, heretic ...... 91^ 

Council of Nicsea, CEcumenical . . Sit^ 

Athanasiiis» bishop <of Alexandria . . 326 

Arius recalled from exile . . . 330 

Council (Eusebian) oi Caesarea . . . 334 

Council (Eusebian) of Tyre . . . 335 

A&anasius banished to Treves . . 336 

Death of Arius . . . . . ib. 

Death of Constantine . . . . 337 

Athanasius, and other orthodox prelates at Rome 

circ. 340 

Council of Rome in their behalf . . 341 

Council (Eusebian) of the Dedication at Antioch ib. 

Semi-Arian Creed, called Macrostyche . 345 

Great Council of Sardica . . . 347 

Restoration of Athanasius and his friends . 34^ 
Council (with Semi-Arian Creed) of Sirmium, 

against Photinus .... 349 

Paul of Constantinople martyred by the Arians 350 

n2 



LOXOLOGICAI. TABLE. 



Death of Constant 1 

Hilary, bishop of Poitiers / 
Council (with Semi-Arian Creed, against Photi- 

Council (Eiisebian) of Aries 

of Milan 

Sf rianus in Alexandria 

Hilary banished to Phrygia 

Actius and Eunoniua, heretics 

Conference, and Second Creed of Sirmium (Ho- 

mican) afterwards signed by Hosius 
Conference, and Third Creed (Semi-Arianl o 

Sirmium} fall of Liberius 
Council (with Homtean Creed) of Antioch 

(Semi-Arian) of Ancyra 

(with Semi-Arian Creed) of Selcucia 

(with Homtean Creed) of Ariminum 

(with Homsati Creirtf) of Constantinople 

(with AnomEean Creed) of Antioch 

Death of Constantius 

Council of Alexandria 

Lucifer consecrates PaulinuB, bishop of Antiocli 
Council (Semi-Arian) of Lnmpsacus 
Fifty-nine Semi-Arian bishops conform 
Council of Tyana 
Valens banishes the Orthodox 
Basil, cxorch of Co^sarca 
Death of Athanasius 
Gregory of Constantinople 
Council of Constantinople, CEcumenicd 
Council held by Augustine at Hippo 
Council at Milevi 

Epiphanius died, (aged, according to Polybius o 
Rhinocolura, ]1& years) 
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Pelagians ..... 40'> 

Chrysostom died in exile . . 407 

Conference at Carthage, between the Orthodox 

and the Donatists, held by order of Honorius 41^ 1 
Cyril succeeds Theophilus at Alexandria . 41^ 

The Apocrypha added by the Council of Car- 
thage to the canonical books of the Old Testa- 
ment . • . • • .410 
Neslorians . . . . .42s 

Semi-Pelagians ..... 430 

Third General Council held at Ephesus against 

Nestorius . . . • .431 

St. Patrick arrives in Ireland . . 48 ;> 

Socrates Scholasticus and Sozomen flourish . 44(^ 
Valentinian the Third's edict, in which the pri- 
macy of the bishop of Rome, over the Gallic 
and all other churches was sanctioned . 445 

Eutychian Heresy condemned at Constantinople 

in a synod convoked by Flavianus . . 44tv 

Synod at Ephesus in favour of the Eutychians, 

hence called the Pseudo-Ephesian Council . 44') 
Theodosius II. ..... 45:) 

Momillus Augustulus, the last emperor, abdicates 
in favour of Odeacer .... 4*2 :> 

Peter Moggus confirmed in the Patriarchate of 
Alexandria .... circ. 4i\ ^ 

The Henoticon issued by Zeno . . . 4hJ 

Odeacer killed . . . . .40^ 

The Talmud, or Gemara of Babylon finished circ. 40.) 



THE END. 
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